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BILL—MINES REGULATION,.
Bill withdrawn,
Order of the Day for second reading
read.
The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
. Collier—Boulder} [10.53]: I move—
That the Bill be withdrawn.
1 may explain that by an oversight the
wrong title bas been given. 1t is not the
title of the Bill I wish to introduce, which
provides for an amendment of the Mines
Kegulation Aet, 1906, I therefore desire
to withdraw the Bill with a view to in-
troducing one, with the correct title, to-
IOTTOW,

Question passed; the Bill withdrawn.

House adjourned at 10.54 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
TWednesday, 1st September, 1915,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Further report hy
the Auditor General on State trading ac-
counts under the Trading Coneerns Act
for the year ended 30th June, 1915.
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By the Attorney General: Report of
the Senate of the University for the year
ended 31st December, 1914.

By the Minister for Works: 1, By-laws
of the Cue-Day Dawn roads board. 2,
By-laws of the Darling Range roads
board {special roll for loan poll).

QUESTION — STATE TIMBER DE-
POT, METROPOLITAN AREA.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, Have the Government vet decided to
establish in the metropolitan area a tim-
her depdt for the sale of surplus scantling
firewood and coal? 2, If no sueh step is
roposed, why do the Government hesi-
tate to patrictically push loeal products?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Depils will be opened as soon as it is
found desirable to do so.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL.
State Metropollitafn Depét.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, 1s he aware that coal importers are
charging at the rate of £3 12s. a ton for
imporied eoal for domestic use and £2 8s.
per ton for Collie eoal? 2, Is he also
aware that coal costs at the pit’s mouth
in Collie about 1ls. per ton? 3, SBeeing
the advantages to be derived by both the
consumers, the miners, and the State rail-
ways, from an inereased use of Collic
coal, will the Government set apart a
melropolitan  depdt where hounseholders
can gel their supplies al a reasonable
rate; such depdt io he controlied by the
railway or some other department?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Yes. 3, The establishment of a dep6t for
the retail of Collie or other coal is a mat-
ter for the eocal companies or loeal sup-
pliers.

TMPORTED COAL AND STATE
STEAMERS.

Air. O'LOGHLEN oasked the Premier:
1, Is it a faet that the steamers “Kwin-
ana” and “Gorgon” left about the same
time recenily on a North-West trip, the
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former earrying imported coal and the
latter local? 2, What special reason does
the manager of the State steamship ser-
vice advance for preference to the im-
ported article?

The PRIEMIER replied; 1, Yes. Un-
der a recent arrangement the Singapore
steamers carry a small quantity, about
300 tons, of Collie coal on each trip. 2,
I am unaware of the special reason ad-
vanced as the manazer of the -State
steamship serviee 15 at present cut of the
State, bui the matter will be further con-
sidered upon his return.

QUESTION—COAL, IMPORTED, FOR
RAILWAYS AND STEAMERS.

Mr. OLOGHLEN asked (he Premier:
1, What is the price paid hy the Siate
Government for imporied ¢oal used in the
railway and steamship serviee? 2, Has
any inecrease bheen granied, and, if so,
what amount per ton? 3, What annual
rental is paid by Howard Smith Co. to
the Railway Department for gronnd used
by the company at T'remantle as a depdt
for imported eoal? 4. What amount does
the Railway Department receive from the
said eompany in the shape of shunting
and other eharges?

The PREMIER replied: 1. The prices
paid by the Railway Department under
present eontract for imported locomolive
coal are:—Fremantle, 23s. 6d. and 24s.
rer ton; Albany and Bunhuary, 25s. and
25s. Gd. per ton: Gergldton, 28s. and
28s. 6d. per ton (accerding lo pit). The
prices paid by the State steamship ser-
viee, 30s. Gd. per ton, irimmed in the
Lunkers. 2, Yes. An average of 3s. 2d.
per ton as compared with previons con-
tract, This is due to inerease in steamer
freights (Railway Department), Tn the
ease of the steamship service, sinee the
exiefing contraet was entered into last
December, there has been an inerease of
3. per ton, caused by a new port rate at
Neweastle. 3, £78 per anmom. 4, Ex
Vietoria Quax, 1s. per ton: ex North
Wharf, 2s. Gd. per ton.
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QUESTION — EXPEDITIONARY

FORCES, RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Premier:
Tn the absence of any orgamised public
action will the (tovernment arrange some
weans by which the people may express
publie reeognition of the serviges of our
returned soldiers?

The PREMIER replied: I have been
in consultation with His Worship the
Alayor. We conferred with the Military
Commandant and the officer commanding
the No. 8§ Australian General Hospital,
Fremantle. As a vesult the Mayor of
Perth submitted a proposal to the counneil
that a committee might he formed in the
melropolitan avea consisting of repre-
senlatives of the Government and various
municipalities for the purpose of organ-
ising public receptions to returned sol-
diers. The Ciiy Couneil has approved of
this proposition, and a public meeting
will be eonvened for next week with the
object of forming a cowmiltee.

QUESTION —ROCKY BAY. PRO-
POSED RAILWAY BRIDGE.

Mr. CARPENTER. asked the Minister
for Works: What progress has been made
to date with the preparatory work in
connection with the proposed new bridge
at Rocky Bay?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: A survey is in progress to deter-
mine the best position for this bridge, and
nnmerous horings liave been made o as-
cerlpin the nature of the foundations.
Turther, a casi-iron eylinder is now being
manufactured whieh will be sunk in a
cuitable spot, hy means of whieh the load
that may be safely borne by the sub-
stratum may be obfained.  Designs for
the superstructure have been in progress
for some e, and now await the result
of Toundation tests for completion.

QUESTION — SEWERAGE  FILTER
REDS.

Mr. HARDWICK asked the Minister

for Water Supply: Is it a fact that the

sewage matter is being emptied into the
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Swan River hefore reaching the filter
heds?

The PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION—OVERHEAD RAILWAY
BRIDGE, EAST PERTH.

Mr. HARDWICK asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to
construet the bridge over the railway line
in Summer-street? 2, If so, when will
the work be started¢

The PREMIER veplied:
As soon as funds will permit.

1, Yes. 2,

QUESTION—PLBLIC SERVICE AP-
PEALS, ACCRUED PAYMENTS.
AMr, SMITH asked the Premier: 1, Has

he siven full effect to his promise (o pay
the eivil servants the whole of the acerved
amounts due to them under the decision
of the Appeal Board? 2, 1f not, what is
the reason for the delay in making the
final payments?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Gov-
ernment have fulfilled their promise to
raise all officers to the minimum value of
their offices oz assessed by the Publie
Service Appeal Board, and to pay on
that basis as from Ist July, 1911. 2,
Answered by No. 1,

QUESTION — LAND RENTS, PAY-
MENT AFTER HARVEST.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON asked the
Vinister for Lands: 1, Why is the
Lands Department refusing to  grant
short extensions of time to pay rents
after harvest, when applied ftor by
deserving settlers who have managed
{o earry on  without oflier assistance
from the Government? 2, If these small
payvments of rent are made by the Tndus-
iries Assisininee Board, as insisted by the
Lands Department, what is the position
of the settler in regard to the disposal of
his crop? '
FOR LAXNDS re-

The M INISTER
plied: 1, The Goverument having pro-

vided hy the medium of the Tndustries
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Assistance Aect for the advance of money
at a Jow rate of interest for meeting over-
due Iand rents, selectors are expeeled to
fake advantage of the provisions of the
Act, but in cases where the amount owing
is very small, the question of an extension -
of time for payment iz considered, each
case being dealt with on its merits. 2, In
cases where the amount of venis due to
the Lands Departiuent is advanced hy
the honrd, the selector will not be re-
stricted with regard to (he disposal of his
crop; the advance is made on the security

‘of the land.

QUESTION—MAIZE IMPORTATION
AND CUSTOMS DUTY.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister
tor lands: Have the Government ex-
hausted all cforts to indnce the federal
authorities to refund the £12,000 customs
daty paid by the State Government on
maize imported solely to assist farmers
in distress?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
would like lo make a statement as a reply
to the lion. member’s question, explaining
what has heen done in regard (o the mai-
ter. It will be remembered that some 1ime
ago, when it was recognised that we would
he short of fodder supplies in this State,
the CGovermment determined, on the ad-
viee of the expert officers, fo import. In-
quiries were made amd we found we
could not get oals at an economical fignre
in the Commenwealth, or, in fact, from
any part of the world, and it was then
decided Lo get a supply of maize, which,
it was eonsidered, would take (he plare
of ovats as food for poulivy. ete. When
this was determined npoun, inguiries weve
made throughont Australia to see whether
there was any supply of maize available
and we found that there was not. We
then went oversea and cventually seeurcd
a shipment on favourable terms from the
Argentine. Just about this time the Coin-
monwenlth decided thai, in view of the
Tact that wheat had o be imported, ihey
would take Lhe duty off wheai, and we
made represeniations that the Common-
wealth Government should alse remorve
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the duty on maize. We made no pro-
gress, but proceeded io settle the pur-
chase, and while the maize was coming to
Western Ausiralia, we kept on making
representations to the Federal Govern-
ment through the various members, par-
ticularly the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Burchell) in the hope of securing the
removal of the duty. After the muize
arrived we sold it to the farmers and
others on the distinet understanding that
a ecertain amount per hushel, speaking
from memory, [ think it was 9d, was
added for duty, and that if the duty was
removed a refund of that sum would be
made. The representations to the Ied-
eral Government in regard to the removal
of the duty were renewed by the Premier
and the Minister for Works when thev
were in the Bastern States, and it was
pointed out that in view of the fact that
the duty had been removed in respect of
hran, pollard and wheai, i, was only fair
that the removal should be extended to
maize. Still no progress was made, Then,
lader on, we discovered (hat the Common-
wealth had even gone-to the extent of re-
moving the duty on oats which were im-
ported into Victoria. We had obtained
a supply of oafs from Tasmania, and we
thought it was grossly untair that we
should lave fo pay duty on maize afler
having tried to sceure it in Australia with-
out sneeess. Consequently, feeling strongly
about the mafter, I iaterviewed the
Federal members represeniing W.A, and
also saw the Minister for Customs, the
Prime Minister and the Altorney General
when I was in the Eastern States. T
then pointed ont the gross injustice to
Western Australia, and emphasised the
point that we could not get the maize in
Australin, and  that, econsequeanily, we
were forced to go outside, at the same
time pointing out that we did et the
onts in Australia, and that Vietoria, who
had gore outside the Commonwealih for
oats nsed for exactly the same purpose as
our maize, had succeeded in getting a
removal of the duty. T made all these
representations, and now I regret to say
that only vesterday I received a wire
stating that our reguest had been consid-
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ereld by 1he Commonwealth Government,
who harl deelined to remove the duty. I
veovet {hat the efforts of our Government
in regard to (he removal of that duty
were nol sueccessinl.

SELECT COMMITTEE, PRRTH-FRE-
ALANTLE ROAD.
Katension of Time.

On molion by Mr. B, J. STUBBS the
fime for bringing up the select commit-
lee's report was extended to Wednesday,
t5th September.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTER,
AORSE-RACING CONTROL.
Erxtension of Time.

On motion by Mr, BOLTON the time
for hringing wup the selest commitiee’s
rerort was extended io Wednesday, 15th
Seplawmber,

BILL—MARRIAGE ACT AMEND-
MENT,
Introdneed by Mr. Thomsou and read a
first time.

PAPERS — PARLIAMENTARY AL-
LOWANXCES, REDUCTION.
Hoen. J. D. CONNCLLY (Pertl)

[448]): 1 move—

That «ll papers and correspondence
in connection with the proposal of the
Deputy Premier to members fo reduce
their Parliamentary allowances by 7.80
per ecent, be Inid gn the table of the
Hoause.

There is some uncertainiy as to whether
members’ allowances are being reduced
or not. Some members have agreed to
the reduetion up to 30th June, but on
prineiple have declined to allow iheir
allowaneces to he redueed sinee that date,
their contention being that the gunestion
is one for Parliament and Parliament
only, more especially since Parliament
has heen ealled together. On the 24th
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April, 1915, the Acting Premier wrote
to members as follows—

No doubt you are aware the mem-
bers of the eivil service, and Govern-
ment servants generally, have accep-
ted the proposal of the Government
that they should work reduced hours
and aeeept a proportionate reduetion
in salary, which works out at 7.89 per
¢ent. Having been approached by
several members of Parliament who
are desirous of falling into line and
contributing in a like degree by aec-
cepting a similar reduection of their
Parliamentary allowance I should be
glad if you would intimate to me your
wishes in connection with the matier.

In order to explain the position taken
up by eertain members on this side I will
read the letter which I sent in reply.
Under date 30th April I wrote to the
Acting Premier as follows—

I am in receipt of your letter of the
24th inst regarding reduetion of hours
and payment in the eiwvil serviece,
amounting to 7.89 per cenf. You asked
to be informed if T am willing to fore-
2o a corresponding proportion of my
Parliamentary allowance. 'This seems
an unneeessary question to ask me, as
surely yon have not forgotten that 1
moved in the House last session that
hoth Ministers’ and members’ allow-
ances should be reduced by a mnch
greater amount, and which could have
hbeen in operation for the past three
months had the Government desired
it, as it was by their votes and the
votes of their supporters that my
motion was defeated. 1 presume that
the Government are adopting this
eourse now as Parliament is not in
session and it is therefore 1mpossible to
obtain legislative sanction to this pro-
posal. In the circumstances I shal be
glad to meet the wishes of the Gov-
ernment by forfeiting 7.89 per cent.
of my monthly allowance for the re-
mainder of this current financial year.
Parliament will necessarily meet im-
mediately afterwards (which Asgem-
bly, I need hardly remind you, is the
only legitimate body to deal with this
matter) and I shall then have much
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pleasure in affording the Government
my assistance in amending the Pay-
ment of Members Aect so as to give
legal authority for this or a much
greater reduction of Ministers’ and
members’ allowanees as may be neces-
sary to moet the requirements of the
finaneial year 1915-16. o
This letter explains my position and the
position of other members, and it is in
order that the ecountry may be fully
seized of the true position that I am
asking the Government to lay the papers
on the table.  Without those papers the
position may be misunderstood, for it
would be a half truth to say that eertain
members who professed to be in favour
of a reduction of Parliamentary allow-
ances have not fallen in with the pro-
posal of the Government. It is only on
principle that T and others disagreed
with the reduction being made after
June.
Mr. Bolton: -Nonsense ! meanness.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: It is not
nonsense. My letter and a similar letter
written by other members show that—

Mr. Bolton: Yours has been read to
advertise your generosity.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1t would
take a lot of reading to advertise the
hon. member's generosity, so far at any
rale as his Parliamentary allowanee is
concerned. It is only on prineiple that 1
have refused sinee June, and I want that
to be clearly shown to the eountry. The
laying of the papers on the Table will
show exaetly why certain members con-
sented to the reduction until the 30th
June only. It is simply because they
wisli to maintain the rights of Parlia-
meni. Parliamentary allowances are nob
to be classed with salaries of ecivil ser-
vants, at the will of the Executive, he-
cauze the Executive have no .control
over Parliamentary allowances.

Mr., Heitmann: Tt has never been con-
tended that they have.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T think so,
seeing that they opposed a substantial
reduction, and then brought in a nom-
inal reduction of less than £2 a month
while Parliament was in recess. It



[1 SeprEMEER, 1915.]

would appear from yesterday’s TWest
Australign that the Goverhment intend
to discontinue this small reduction made
in respect to the public service. The
newspaper reports that it is the inten-
tion of the Government to revert to full
time from the 1st Oeclober next. Then
the Premigr was asked by the reporter
the reasen for the reversion to full time,
and the Premier replied that the Gov-
crnment had taken the step owing fo
continual requests from associations and
different seetional unions: The associa-
tion would prabably e the Railway As-
soeiation, and one ean imagine the Pre-
mier saying, in answer to Mr. Hunt, the
general segrefary of that association,
““Yes, if it is not suitable to you we will
hring it back to the full time'’; and to
Mr. MeCallum, the secretary of the
Trades Hall, *‘We will go back if it is
causing you ineonvenience.”’ T am only
instaneing this to show the ncecessity of
impressing on the Goverumeni the fact
that Parliament and Parliament alone
has the right to deal with Parliamentary
allowances during war time.

Mr. Bolton: We will give vou yours
baek ; it is all right.

Mr. Green: Has the hon. member sub-
seribed anything sinee 30th June?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No, on prin-
ciple T have refused to subscribe since
30th June, but T will gladly eonsent to a
much greater reduelion, or even to the
entire suspension of Parliamentary allow-
ances, if necessary.

Mr. Green: That is the cloven hoof.

The Minister for Works: He knows
he is quite safe.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T think it is
wrong for members to draw any allow-
ance during war time.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must diseuss the motion. He is pursuing
a line of discussion which will lead to
still further discussion. I want to cheek
it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 am only
showing my reasons for desiving that
these papers should be laid on the Table.
They will show that eertain members
have not contributed at all, while others
have contributed up to a point, but
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on principle wilt not eontribute further.
Is the Premier willing to carry ont his
suggestion and give Parliament an op-
portunity of confirming this reduction?
Those members who have declined to con-
tribute since the 30th June are perfectly
willing to submit to any reduetion at all,
even to the whole of their salaries, during
war lime if necessary,

Mr. B. J. Stabbs: There is nothing lo
prevent you doing it if you like.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The request
for these papers requives no further ar-
gument from me. I have given two
reasons why they should be laid on the
Table, the first to show who have con-
tributed and the second why other mem-
hers have not dene so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P, Collier—Boulder [5.0]: The Govern-
menl have no objection to placing these
pajers on the lable for the information
of the hon. member, or any others who
way be interested in the sunbjeef. T think
members are perfectly well aware of Lhe
circumstances under whieh this reduetion
was made, During the recess fhe Govern-
ment had decided to reduce the salaries
of public servanis—and thenr hours as
well—hby 7.89 per cent., and, whilst doing
that, we nafforded members an oppor-
tunity, if they so desived, to fall into line
with the public service. The hon. member
scems Lo infer that there was more or less
compulsion in the matter. We know per-
fectly well that Parlinment is the only
bady authorised to decide whether there
should be a reduetion or an increase in
mewmbers’ allowances, and in this ease the
only persons who had aunthority to decide
the matler were the individnal members
theruselves. The Government simply
wrote to wembers and pointed ou what
had been dectded npon in regard to the
publie service, and gave them an oppor-
tunity, if they so desired, to fall inte
line. In asking for the papers, the hon.
member might well have omitted the re-
ference to the return to the full 48 hours
per week and also the reference to the
Government taking instruetions from Mr.
Hunt, the secretary of the Railways
union, and Mr. MeCallum of the Trades
Hall.



514

Mr. Bolton:
his motion.

Mr. Munsie: He only inferred that
they did so. He bas no information that
they did.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
the usual assumption with some hon
members that the Government go to what
is know as head-quarters for instrue-
tions, The hon. member is quite wrong
in this case as the first intimation that
Mr. Hunt, Mr. MeCallom, or anyone else
had in regard to the matier was when it
appeared in the TWest Austrdalian yester-
day morning.

Hon. J. D). Connolly: The Premier
said it was being done at the request of
the associations or nnions.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: He
did pno sueh thing as take instructions.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I did not say
that,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was equivalent to that.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The Premier
said it was at their suggestion.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: He did not.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member for Perth made referenee to this
matier when discussing the question but
his reference, 1 took it, was made so that
he might draw a comparison with what
was done in the ease of members of Par-
liament. The Minister has given a denial
and T fear that, if I allow further dis-
cussion on the point, it may be extended
considerably. The Minister having given
the denial, that is all that is necessary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I,
too, think that the discussion mighi de-
velop. I referred to it only because I
thought the hon. member went somewhat
ont of his way to drag in the names of
Mr, Hunt and Mr. MeCallum. I am con-
tent to lenve it with the statement that
neither of those gentlemen was aware of
the inteniions of the Government in re-
gard to the matter.

Mr. Heitmann: It would be dishon-
ourable if they had bheen.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the
position to-day? Are you still dedueting
from members’ salaries?

That was the ohject of
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: From
thosec memhers who have intimated to the
Government their willingness to have a
reduction made.

Mr. Bolton: Not from the member for
Perth.

Hon, Frank Wilson: And yet the eivil
servanls have gone back to full pay?
The MINISTER FOR MINES:

till the first of next month.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do yon propose
to deduct from members’ pay after the
1st October? -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No,
not after that date. As I explained, the
only desire of the Government was to
give members an opportunity to fall into
line wilh publie servants, The reduction
tock effeet on the same day as in lhe
public service, and the original position
will be reverted to on the same day. As
the hon. member said, some mermbers had
objections to a rednetion being made, and
they gave their reasons and the reasons,
T suppose, are sufficient for themselves
and no doubt will be sufficient for the
public as well. The papers will afford
the hon. member the information he de-
sires, whieh informafion T believe, after
all, the comniry is entitled to have. On
that score, the Government have no ob-
jection to the papers being made avail-
able and laid on ihe Table,

Question put and passed.

Not

MOTION — DISTRICT SURVEY
OFFICES, TO REOPEN.

Debate resumed from the 11th August
on the motion by the Hon J. Milchell—
“That in the opinion of this House, it is
advisable that the distriet survey offices
be reopened.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
W, N. Johngon—Guildford) [5.6]: This
motion is another protest against eeon-
omy,

Hon. J. Mitehell: Ts 1£%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T
think on every oceasion the hon. member
kas spoken he has urged economy, and
immediately ihe Government proceed to
practise that which he preaches, he pro-
tests,
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Hon. Frank Wilson:
cicney with it.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: T
know of no oceasion when we have econ-
omised by abolishing an officer, by reduoe-
ing a staff or in any other way, and have
not had a protest from the member for
Northam or some other member of the
Opposition.

Mr. Munsie: Or a motion for a select
committee to find out why.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is irue of this Chamber to an extent but it
is very troe indeed of another place, be-
eause members there are not content with
entering a protest, but they go to the ex-
pense of having a select committee to in-
quire. One would almost be justified in
believing that they wished to go to the
vlmost extreme in building up the cost
of government rather than encourage and
assist the Government to reduce it. T
am prepared lo admit that if all the hon.
gentleman’s sfatements were correct, there
would he some justification for the refen-
tion of the disiriet survey offices. But
the hon. member evidently spoke without
the hook becanse he read into the respon-
sibilities of the distriet survey officers all
sorts of responsibilities which eoncern the
policy of the Government and the respon-
sthililies of the Mimster, and also took
away from the Under Secretary in Perth
a lot of the duties which ke has to carry
out. Tn other words, the hon. memher
was going to ceniralise in the distriet sur-
vey offiees the policy of the Government
in the matter of advanees to settlers and
the general poliey of land sefilement. Lel
us take some pains to follow the hon.
member in lis argnments when submit-
ting the motion. Te said the sale of land
wins pretly extensive, and T am inelined
to think he bad his tongue in his cheek
when he said that land settlement would
go on apace during this vear. Members
know that is lofally incorrect; we cannot
expect land settlement to go on apace
during the next wvear.  The nomber of
men we are sending away to nassist the
Tmpire in its present sirugegle is an evi-
ferge that a lot of our voung men, who,

+ tle ordinary course of events, would

Beg selected land as they reached matur-

He wants effi-
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ity, will not be here to de so, and unfor-
tunately quite a number of them will
never return. Again, the prospect of
getting immigrants is very remote indeed,
and will be remote for some years to
come. Consequently, we have to depend
upont a depleted population in Ausiralia
for our inerensed land seitlement, as we
eannot look oversea to get any assistance.
Yet the hon, member argued that the dis-
triet survey offices should be retained, be-
canse land settlement will go on apace
during the next 12 months.  The hon.
member alse said that the survey work
was very extensive indeed. In order to
show that again the hon. member was
speaking without any knowledge——

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt was exteusive; it
1s killed now,

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The
hon, gentleman says it is killed now. In
other words, he would have us believe that
the Government had prevented land set-
tlement,

My, Munsie: He killed it and left it
for you to bury,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : We
all know that land settlement has fallen
off to a very great extent owing to the
wild policy of the hon member himself.
We do not need to go into those defails
again in eonneetion with this motion, bnt
a lot of the unpopularity of farming to-
day is due to the lack of judgment on the
part of the hon. member when he was
Minister for T.ands,

Mr. E. B. Johnston interjected.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: As
the member for Williams-Narrogin points
out, we have to infroduce a Bill shortly
to try to overcome some of the great diffi-
colties under which the farmers have been
strugeling, owing, I might say, to the
optimism of the member for Northam.

Mt, Green: Maladministration.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You promised it four
years ago.

The MINISTER ¥FOR TANDS: Let
ue look af what has been done during the
last five years in connection with the sar-
vey work to whieh the hon. member re-
ferred. In 1910-11, 3,201,000 acres was
snrveved in the various districts where
distriet survey offices had heen established
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at a total cost of £72)652, 1In 1911-12
the area was 3,024,502 acres at a cost of
£92,112. Though there was a deerease in
the area surveyed, the cost of the work
went up. That, of conrse, is largely ex-
plained because a considerable amount of
the money was expended in the more diffi-
cult areas such as Bridgetown. Tn 1912-13
the area decreased to 1,416,005 acres and
the cost was £58,539. WWe were just then
beginning to feel the effects of the
drought of 1911, which were reflected in
the degrensed application for land, and
the people were beginning t& appreciate
the diffieulties of farming and to realise
that it was not so profitable as had been
represented during the years of 1909,
1910, and 1911. TIn 1913-14 there was
again a falling-off to 615,174 acres, and
the expenditnre dropped fo £32,005. In
1914-15 the area decreased to 204,933
acres and the total cost fo £13,193. Tt
was when T received figures demonstrat-
ing the deereased amount of work that T
began to realise it had fallen to such an
extent that, in the interests of economy,
it was necessary to curtail the expendi-
ture in regard to these offices.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You have not beeu
acaurate so far. Be careful. T have
Hansard before me.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 am
taking every thing from Hanserd. The
lion. member said the district survey offi-
cers had to deal with applieations and the
selector often had to face the Land Board.
The district survey officers during the
vear 1910 and previously, and during
1911 and 1912 certainly had to deal with
a good number of applications, This did
not, however, apply last year. I do not
think we will be justified for the next
fwo years in anticipating the volnme of
work we have had previously. The work
of disirict survey officers has therefore
been reduced almost to a minimum. The
lion. member said that the collection of
Crown land rents was a matier of serious
concern. I do not say that T am using
his exaet words here.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You never do.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
emphasised the gnestion of the collection
of Crown rents. Previous to taking any
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action i regard to the closing of dis-
(rict survey offices, I instructed the ae-
countant to get me out a return showing
the amount of land rent paid by cheque,
by posial note, or by money order, and
what amount was paid in cash, My ob-
ject was to see whether the distriet sar-
vey officers were necessary from the point
of view of the collection of land rents.
[ was of opinion, and I still am of that
opinion, that if settlers pay their rents
by cheque, postal order, or postal note,
they might just as well send that pay-
ment to Perth as send it to Northam or
any other centre.

Mr. Willmott: You lose the exchange.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not
necessarily. T'ake the man at Kununop-
pin: he had fo send his land rent to
Northam, and had to pay the same ox-
change as he would do if he sent the
money {o Perth. Tn a big majority of
cases, the setllers in outback districls
if they have anything at all to pay with
oulside the Agrienltural Bank, pay with
cheques drawn on a Perth hank. To show
that a big proportion of seltlers paid in
cheques, money orders, efte, I would
point out that it was found during that
period that 81.91 paid by cheque, and
fhat in only 18 per cent. of the cases
was the money paid in eash. From the
Iard vent colleetion point of view, there-
fore, there is no justifieation for the re-
tention of the large expenditure in re-
oard to these distriets land offices.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Was that in coun-
trv offices?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes

Hon. J. Mitchell: How can they make
up returns? It would take years to wzo
through ihe files.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I sim-
ply took a check over the period when
land rents would be paid. We know that
land rents are paid at given times in the
vear, T told them, for the purpose of
arriving at some estimate of what ihe
value of these offices from this point of
view was, to keep a check. They lkepd
a eheck for the limited period which they
had at their disposal when the land rer®
were being paid,
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Hon. J. Mitchell: Do cheques o
throngh the post, or are they handed
over the ecounter? '

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If a
mwan pays his rent by cheque, it would be
extraerdinary for him to go from, say.
Kununoppin to Northam simply to hand
his cheque over. The hon, member said
that one justilteation for the distriet
survey olfices was {he collection of land
rents.

Mr. Heitmann: This 18 per cent. of
thosé who paid in cash may represent
the aggreaate of the whole of the returns
from the offices. There may still be one
office where the percentage of those who
pay in cash is 90.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
might work out at a liitle more. I have
it in detail. The percentage of cash pav-
ments is very small indeed. The ayerage is
18 per cent., and the average on the in-
dividual returns is something aboul (the
sam¢, The hon. member said that dis-
trict survey offices were required in eon-
nection with the important matter of in-
specting improvemenis. e went on to
state that the cost of the necessary im-
provemenis upon settlers nnder the Land
Act amounted to €300,000 a year, and
that the ingpectors could better be con-
trolled from the district offices. Tt is
true that they were attaclied to the dis-
friet survey offices, but the whole of the
work, in connection with the inspection
of improvements, was controlled by the
central office. We then had the remark-
able position of the head of the inspection
branch in Perth sending to the district
survey office and asking for an inspection
to be made of a certain block. The dis-
triet surveyor would then instruet an in-
spector to go out and inspeet. The in-
gpector wonld go out and make an inspec-
tion and would come hack and tell the
distriet survevor, and the distriet surveyvor
would communicate with the head office
in Perth. 1 said that we would have this
system curtailed so that the inspecting
would he directed by the inspector work-
inz under the office in Perth. T propose
to wo a little further than that. The hon,
member staled that £500,000 had been ex-
pended in effeeting improvements. The
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hon, member could go further and say
that pessibly two-thirds of the amount
was advanced by the State for the pur-
pose of making these improvements, ln
other words, a big proportion of the
money for improvements to the land was
advanced per medium of the Agricultural
Banlk. We arrive at this stage when we
have, roughly speaking, four millions of
money invested in improvements to the
land in our agrieultural distriets, We
find that the main difficulty we have in
regard to administration, and wateching
the thing closely from a land develop-
ment point of view, is to see that the
money advanced by the Agrieultural
Bank is wisely expended. The ques-
tion of seeing whether a man is
carrying out his improvements according
to the Land Act is a very small matter.
Yet we fonnd that for years past a sys-
tem had heen perpetuated of having one
inspector to go ont and see whether a
man was carrying out his improvements
aeerrding to the Lond Aet, and at the
same fime have an Agricultural Bank in-
spectur to go out and see whether the
improvements had been earried out for the
money to be advanced from the Agricul-
tural Bank. Tt struck me, therefore, that
we should eombine these two duties. T
claim that the big responsibility is that
taken hy the Agrienitural Bank inspec-
tor, The four millions of money invested
by the bank have heen wisely invested,
and we want to see that the improve-
ments are of a permanent charaeter.
After all, the improvements are the ounly
security we bave for the money ad-
vanced. The land is no secarity, and in
a big majorily of eases the land has never
heen purchased by the State. Conse-
auently the only seeurity we have for the
money advanced from the Agrieultural
Bank is that represented in the improve-
ments. They want to be watehed very
carefully. As a malifer of fact the only
justifieation we have for advancing, as
far as I can judge, from the Agricultural
Bank, is when we have a good selector.
In other words, we advance money on the
individual and not upon the farm, Where
the bank hLave improvements as security
they want to get a guarantee that the
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improvements are effectively and per-
manently carried out. That guarantee
can only be obtained by having the right
man employed to get it. Consequently,
when money is advanced the bank auth-
orities are really backing the individual.
Therefore, it is necessary for the Agri-
cultnral Bank to get into touch with all
the selectors, to analyse the individual,
and see whether the individual is such a
client as would justify the continued con-
fidence of the Agricoltural Bank, T
looked upon this as such an important
matter that quite recently I brought into
Perth the whole of the inspectors, both
of the Lands Department and the Agri-
cultural Bank, and gave them a course
of lectures by the various experts, and
seized the opportunity of impressing up-
on the men, more particularly the in-
spectors of the Agricultnral Bank, that
grave responsibility rested on their shoul-
ders in regard to these huge investments
of State money. As a vesalt of that con-
ference, T believe that these inspectors do
go out into the country now, realising
that they have fo do more detailed work
and give more information to the Agri-
cultural Bank than was the case in the
past. What T desire more particularly
is that in future the one inspector will
earry out both sets of duties. T propose
to place these inspectors nnder the Agri-
enltural Bank, because I look upon the
bank as the institution ecarrying the
biggest responsibility. They will go out
inte the distriets and carry out inspec-
tions for the Agricultural Bank, and do
what I claim to be the minor work of
inspeeting for the Lands Department
when necessary. Consequently, we are not
only removing the inspectors from the dis-
trict survey offices, but it is proposed to
concentrate the work so as to get greater
efficiency and economy hy having the
work done by the agrieultural inspectors
for both departments. There 13, of conrse,
a chief inspector who checks the work of
the individual inspectors. Iie is a very
capable and efficient man. The hon. mem-
ber stated definitely that, in his opinion,

it was better for the inspectors to be
under the district survey offices, because,
by that means, the work would be heiter

[ASSEMBLY.]

controlied from the separate offices than
from n eentral office. I differ entively
from the hon. member on this question.
A uniform system of inspection cannot
be obtained if we are going to have the
work done from these different centres.
Tt is essential, and only fair, that we
should have a uniform systein of inspec-
tion, That has heen recognised by the
department,

Hon, J. Mitchell: What uniformity
would there be between Bridgelown and
Kellerberrin?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member immediately flies fo the
ridiculons. I am dealing with, say, Nor-
tham and Wagin. I am not dealing with
Bridgetown.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Then Albany.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al
hany, to a large extent, has control of a
wheat arca in munch the same way as
Northam is the centre of a wheat avea.
Bridgetown, however, is a totally differ-
ent proposition, and has been dealt with
differenfly. The necessity for centralis-
ing and having a uniform system has been
recognised, because right through the
inspeciors have never been directly un-
der the distriet surveyor. They have been
under the central effice, and the officer in
the central office has looked after all in-
spections and seen that they were car-
ried out on a uniform basis. The hon.
member proeeeded to make the extraor-
dinary announcement that distriet snrvey
offices were necessary to see that econ-
sideration was shown to farmers from
time to time; in other words, that distriet
survey officers should dictate the poliey
to the Government. As a matter of fact,
what consideration can be extended to the
farmers absolutely depends upon the
Government. It is for the Government
to defermine that. It 15 a responsihility
that should only he earried out through
the officers of the cenfral administration.
No one would say that the guestion of
what consideration should be shown to
the settlers should be ieft to the indi-
vidual distriet survey officers controlling
these different centres. We should get a
lovely position of affairs if we bad six
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men dealing with an important guestion
like this.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
Minister?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Under Secretary.

Hon, .J. Mitchell: The man who does
not know in Perth, but the man who does
know in Albany.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
under secretary is advisor in regard to
the assistanee that rpay be extended to
farmers,

Mr. George:
information?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: From
those who are able to report from the
various centres. 1If a report is required
it is always obtained from an expert offi-
cer who is sent to the loeality. All this
information will be received from the in-
spectors who will be under the Agricul-
tural Bank. Any assistance extended is
usually extended by the Agricultural
Bank by the speciai board appointed for
that purpose. The hon, member said that
the consideration of seftlers had to be
determined by the district sarvey aofficers
in regard to the payment of rent, and
also on the question of extension of time
for making improvements, and that it was
for them to decide as to where reserves
should be ereafed, and townsites estab-
lished. ‘T'he hon. member knows fnll well
that no Adminisiration would leave ques-
tions of that deseriplion to distriet sur-
vey officers to determine. Then the “hon,
member stated whab was truae. that we
had received protests from seme 50
roads boards and progress associaticus,
He said I was of the opinior thal he nas
responsible for a number of thesn pro-
tests, and he said that he was not so
responsible. I accept s denial. [ was
of the opinion that if he was not hehind
those protests, then his eolleague and
friend, the Hon. H. P, Colebateh. was
behind them.  There must have been
some organisation behind them, because
the protests are so similar in their word-

Who advises the

The

Where does he get his

ing. Letter after letter received con-
veyved the same resolution. The resolu-
{ion earrvied at one centre would be

identical with a resolution carried hy
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another centre hundreds of miles away.
That, of course, indicates that there was
some ogrganisation behind the movement
of protesl. Again, the resolations ali
came in ot about the same time.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What about the
Northam roads hoard 7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Northam ronds board, the Wongan Hills
progress association, and the Kunnunop-
pin farmers’ and settlers’ association
all earried identieally the same resolu-
tion. After receiving one or two of
these resolutions I put up a genteral re-
ply, which was sent to each ecorrespon-
dent, conveying exactly why the Govern-
ment were taking the action protested
against. The general reply reads as fol-
lowsi—

I have to acknowledge receipt of
vour letter of . .. . covering a peti-
tion from the residenis and settlers of
your distriet in regard to the closing
of the . . .., district survey office,
and in reply to state that, owing to the
war and the bad seasons that we have
experienced during the past three
vears, which have considerably re-
duged applications in regard to land
selertion, it was found that the volume
of work at the various district offices—
with the exception, possibly, of Bridge-
town—together with the convenience
to the general publie, did not justify
the c¢ost of maintaining these offices
for the present, and it has, therefore,
heen decided to close them in the in-
terests of economy.

Quite a number of the protests came
simply in the form of a bald resolution:
and the resolutions, as I have previously
stated, were in many cases exactly sim-
ilar in text. In many instances I wrote
to those who had protested, asking that
they would give me some details to show
what inconvenience wonld be caused,
and also what expenditure was justified
in eonnection with district survey offices
under existing conditions. Only in very
few cases did I receive a reply. How-
ever, here is one I received from the
Mullewa distriet roads hoard. Strange
to relate, the Mullewa district roads
hoard had protested against the closing
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of the Northam lands office. It is true
that after writing “*Northam’’ they also
inclnded Geraldton; but, still, the Nor-
tham iands office was mentioned in the
protest from Mullewa, The secrelary of
the Mullewa district roads beard writes
under date of the 8th July—

Closing of Northam and Geraldion
ollices.—Replying to your letter of the
10th ulto., asking the board. te submit
definite veasons against the closure of
the above mentioned offices, T am di-
rected to state that it must be obvions
to the department that intending set-
tlers and the public generally will be
put to very great ineonvenience and
unpecessary expense in being  com-
pelled to transact =ll their business
through the central office. The hoard
strongly deprecates the action of the
department in closing the braneh of-
fices referred to, against whieh there
is also o good deal of public feeling,

As the result of my going to the trouble
of asking them to give details, they
simply repeat that incouvenienece will be
caused, without giving any definite in-
formation on the point.

Hon. J. Mitehell: What did you ex-
peet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
endeavouring to obitain information
whielt would justify the carrving of that
resolution, bug I conld not get it from
any of the bodies whieh protested. The
Narrogin residents at a public meeting
carried a resolution and forwarded it to
the member for Williaws-Narrogin (Mr.
E. B. Johnston), who submitted it to me
in a letter endorsing the resolution and
urging that the district survey office at
the centre in question be not closed. The
resolution is as follows:—

T ber to inform you that at a publie
meeting held in the Narrogin town hall
on the 7th June the following resolu-
tion was upanimously adopted: (a)
That this meeting, whilst recognising
the need for economy and retrench-
ment in the public expenditure, views
with keen regret and disappeintment
the decision of the Hon. the Minister
for Lands to close the Narrogin district
surveyor’s office, inasmuch as the work
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of that office, as at present eonduected,
cannot be as efficiently and economi-
cally earried out in Perth. (h), That
it be pointed out to the Hon, the Min-
ister that, whilst the distriet sarveyor
and the whole of the eomputing staff
bave leen removed, the office as at pre-
sent  eontrolled by the draftsman-in-
charge remains of great value to the
residenis and settlers and to the vari-
ous loenl governing hodies interested,
and for the present is fulfilling all re-
quirements at a nominal cost in ad-
ministrative charges, )
The puhlic meeting at Narrogin, there-
fore, did not protest against the taking
away of the Qistriet surveyor and the
compniors. Tn other words, the Narrogin
people did not protest against eeononiy.
Their resolution, however, asked that the
Government should leave the office as it
was; fhat is to say, with a draftsman-in-
charge to conduct the limited amount of
husiness which they recognised was heing
done.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: They snggested
the office might be retained under those
eonditions,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
quite recognise thal. I accept this Nar-
vozin protest as being a very fair pro-
test, and 1 have read it to show that in
some inslances the Government did get
infnrmation. The resolution eontinues—

(e) That (ke closing of this office will

resnlt in the destruetion of a measure

of deeentralisation that has heen eare-
fully thought out and inaugurated at
cousiderable initial expenditure and
gost. (d) That this meeting, therefore,
girongly vrges upon the Hon. the Alin-
ister the advisahility of keeping the
distriet surveyor’s office open under the
present satisfaclory and economical
and serviceable arrangement.
The people of Narrogin, where there was
pne of the largest and most important
lands offices in the State, recognised that
the work had fallen off to sueh an extent
as to jnstify the Government in taking
the action they did.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Buot you have

taken away that draftsman since.
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The MINISTER IOR LANDS: Yes;
I eventually took the draftsman away.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: That was the last straw.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Now,
here is another sample of the kind of
protests we received. This is from Wen-
gan Hills—

At the mouthly meeting of the Won-
gan Hills progress association held on
Sunday last, the question of the rum-
oured closure of the Northam Ilands
office eame before the association. I
bave been requested to cobvey to you
the feeling of the settlers in this part
of the district served by the Northam

. office, and lo advise that the seitlers
will be put to a great deal of ineon-
venience if sueh rumoured removal js
earried out, It is the wish of this
association thal you permit the Nor-
tham office to remain open, and the
protest of the Northam rcads board is
heartily supported. We frust you will
not elose this offiee hastily, Tt iz a
great convenience to outback settlers,
and the removal of this useful office
would be keenly felt.

I want to ask, what assistance or what

advantage could the Northam lands office
be to the back settler in the Wongan Hills
distriet? If the settler were in the habit
of going Lo the lands office for informa-
tion after he had got his land, then one
could understand the neecessity for the
offices; hut one would establish for the
henefit of the Wongan Hills seftlers an
office in a loeality nesrer to them than

Northam is. As a matter of faet, T feel

sure T am justified in saying that almost
invariably a settler who leaves his home
to do business comes to Perth to do it.

He does not leave his home to do some

pettifogeing business in regard to land
matters, T read that letter just fo point
ont fo hon. members that the Northam
lands office cannot possibly be of anxy
more assistance to the Wongan Hills
settlers than the Perth office is. I am
prepared to admit that during the time
the land around Wongan Hills was heing

selected, before the building of the rail-.

way, there was some justifieation for hav-
ing the work done from Northam, or that
probably it would bave been justifiable to
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do that work from a plaee nearer to Won-
gan IDlls than Perth is. But under ex-
isting conditions, when the area has heen

. settled, there is no oeccasion for the set-

tlers to go to the distriet lands office for
information. If they want information,
they obtain it by letter. It would be
ahsolutely wrong to enconrage a settler
to travel all the distance from Wongan
Nills to Northam for information.

My, Heitmann:; T would like his chance
of getting information from the lands
office in Perth.

The MINLSTER TFOR LANDS: The
hon. member is- entitled to his opinion.
Before T became Minister for Lands, I
heard a great deal about the difficulty of
getting information from the lands office,
or replies to letters.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: My experienee of the
lands office has been splendid.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To be
fair to the Lands Department, I wish to
say that my experience is that I have had
less complaint there than in any other de-
partment with which I have been asso-
ciated.

Mr. S. Stubbs: T have no éomplaint to
make against the Lands Department.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: So
far as I can judge from a pernsal of the
l.ands Depariment files, correspondence
s dealt with very promptly by that de-
partinent, and the officers seem to be de-
sirons of giving settlers the fullest pos-
sible information. That is apparent from
the length of the veplies sent to seftlers
making inquiries. Tn order to show hon.
members to what extent the distriet sor-
vey offices have been built up--and I do
not think even the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchelt) with all his optimism
aver dreamf that we were going to have
such a number of officers attached to them
—I will read a minuate from the TUnder
Secretary, whom I directed to put up for
me a list of the officers employed at the
various conntry offices. The under see-
retary states—

The staffs of the various offices have
varied somewhat, but the following
may be taken as an average, viz,, 14:
distriet surveyor, draftsman-in-charge,
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draftsman, two computers, two exam-

iners, senior elerk (who in sub-agencies

is classed as clerk-in-charge), clerk
typist, elerk, messenger, one or two
staff surveyors, land inspeetor.

Hon. J. Mitehell: When was that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Quite
recently; sinee T was Minister.

Hoen. J. Mitehell : T will engage it daies
back to 1911

The MINISTER T'OR LANDS: At
the Northam office on the 26th March,
1915, there was a draftsman-in-charge at
£276, a draftsman at £228, a senior clerk
at £204, a typist at £204, and a messenger
at 17s. 6d. per week. At that time we
had taken away Mr. Camm, to aet on the
Industries Assistance Board.  Another
elerk had been taken away also.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Two clerks.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
left eight officers employed at the Nor-
tham offiee just at the beginning of this
year,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Yon took them away
Yong before that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course, I have taken them away.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You took them away
long before.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
minute which T have read is signed by
Mr. Clifton on the 11th June, 1915. He
gave thal list as the average staff.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He gave you the
staff that ought to be employed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No;
he gave the average. The information
which T have given shows conclusively
that one would not be justified in perpet-
nating the existence of the district sur-
vey offices.

Mr. Willmott: What do you mean by
that exactly?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
mean for the time being. The hon. mem-
ber tried to lead the House to believe
that the distriet survey offices had been
closed right np and that the records had
been scatiered about, and that therefore
there would be a great difficulty in re-es-
tablishing them when the necessity arose.
That is not the case. Definite instructions
were issued that all the records of the
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various offices were to be carefully put
away, so that when the time arrived for
the re-opening of the offices, that is to

say, when land settlement goes on again

as it did a few years ago, it would be a
simple matter to put the records back.
Until that tune arrives, of course, we
have to centralise the work and the re-
cords to which T have referred will not
be interfered with, but will be kept up
to date so that the work done in connec-
tion with, say the Northam office, will
be avatlable when that office is again
established.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Are they being
kept uyp to date?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
It will be a light task to keep them up
to date because the volume of work is
comparalively small,

Mr. Heitmann: What have you done
with all the officers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
number of the officers who were brought
in from the distriet survey offices were
distributed amongst the varions depart-
ments of the State, The services of
many were utilised in the Lands Depari-
ment largely to fill vacancies enused by
thase members of the service who joined
the expeditionary forees.

Mr. Heitmann: But the business in the
central office, too, would deerease tremen-
dously.

The MINISTER IFFOR LANDS: A
number of officers of the Lands Depart-
ment were taken over by the Indusiries
Assistance Board. Then again the other
departments which eonld not eope with
the work they had in hand beeause of
their depleted slaffs, again owing to en-
listments, were given the services of the
distriet offieers. Definite instruetions
were 13sued that the serviees of those
who were brought in from the distriat
offices were to be ntilised in the Lands
Department or -in some of the other de-
rarvtments of the State. Then the mem-
ber for Northam stated, and the member
for Geraldton was inclined to endorse the
statement, that the work of the Industries
Assistanee Boeard under centralisation had
been to unsatisfaclory as to finally deter-
mine that centralisation was undesirable.
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1 do not intend to enter on a defence of
that board further than to state that the
board has fulfilled the task allotted them
by the Governwment, namely to get the
largest area possible under crop. They
have done that and they sliould get some
recogaiiton from this Chamber in conse-
quence. Then the member for Northam
stated that their work under centralisa-
tion had been a failore. I would remind
hon. meémbers that we tried decentralisa-
tion in conneelion with the Indusiries As-
sistance Board; we established a depdt at
Northam with disastrous results. The

mentber for Northam knows how we got -

on with decentralisation in connection
with the Industries Assistance Board.

Hon. J. Alitehell: What had I to-do
with your stupidity in establishing a depdt
at Northam?

The MINISTIER FOR LANDS: 1
am prepared to admit my stupidity in
establishing fhat depdt. If 1 had kept
it in Perth central centrol we
would not have suffered any loss. In
conclusion I would like to say that the
letter which T forwarded to the various
governing bedies who wrote to me clearly
indieated that the offices werc to be closed
only temporarily becanse the work had
heen reduced to such a considerable ex-
tent, and there was for the fime being
no justification for the continuation of
the expendifure in connection with them.
Hon. members opposite are continually
calling upon the Government to econo-
mise. Ilere was a clear instance where
it was possible to economise because of
ihe big falling off in the work. Now we
are heing adversely criticised because we
have effected these economies. I think it
was the member for West Perth who tock
us o task a little time ago when he stated
that we ought fo have our organisations
in such a way that as business became less
o fhe siaff could be reduced. That was
what the hon. member said when he was
spenking on some of our trading concerns,
The volume of work has fallen off con-
siderably in revard to survevs and land
settlement, We have no ecountract sur-
vevors engaged to-day and the work has
decreased to such an extent that we had

under
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to economise and the only way to do that
was by closing the distriet survey offices.

Mr. Heitmann: Will you tell us who is
dealing with the work now?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have a permanent staff of district sur-
veyors. The contraet surveyors are tem-
porary men whose services have been dis-
pensed with, The permanent officers are
now dealing with the work. Three of
them have been employed for a month or
two on the repricing of land; that work is
being done in connection with the Bill
which will be introduced very shortly.

Mr. Heitmann: Are they travelling
from place to place?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
surveygr 1s sent wherever there is any
work to be done. As has been pointed
out by the member for Williams-Narro-
gin, we have not altogether closed the
distriet land offices. The guestion of the
payment of rent m the varions centres
can he attended to still. We have repre-
sentatives ol the Lands Deparfment in
all those centres where we previously had
disteiet survey offices, and people who
want information ean get it from the
olficers whe are doing some work for
other departments, and who are wel]
posted in regard to land matters. These
officers can give all the information that
is required by intending settlers and they
can collect rents and do a number of
things which were previously done by the
distriet officers. It is true that we have
removed the draftsman in charge at Nar-
rogin because we felt we could get an
officer to do the work at a lower salary.
Consequently we removed the profes-
sional man and sent a clerk down there
to attend to the work, and it is now
being done as well or better than the
draftsman in charge was able to do it.
T claim that we ought to get the support
and endorsement of the Chamber in prac-
tising economy and not mervely preach-
ing it constantly as hon. members
opposite, and particularly the member
for Northam, do.

Mr. WILLMOTT {Nelson} [855]: It
must be obvious to all at the present time
that we cannot expect to have the same
number of applications for land as might
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reasonably he expected in normal times.
Therefore there is some justification for
the closing of Lhe district survey offices,
providing, of eonrse, it is distinctly un-
derstood that the closing of these offices
is only for the time being, and that we
shall not go back to the old and miserable
system of centralisation that we suffered
from for so long. The member for Nor-
tham said that all the offices had been
closed, That is not absolutely correct.
T am pleased to say that in the Nelson
distriet we have sueh splendid land, that
even now, in these times of stress, it has

been found necessary to keep the office

open. It cannot be closed, because the
land there is so excellent and the climate
i5 so superb that the volume of husiness
is being well maintained and the officers
are being kept busy. The district survey
offices in my opinion ave absolutely neces-
sary because we should endeavour to avoid
delays and relieve congestion in the head
office. T myself Liave waited for an ap-
proval of an application for no less a
time than two years,

The Minister for Lands: The land was
not available,

Mr. WILLMOTT: For some unearthly
reason I was never able to get a safisfac-
tory explanation for the delay.

The Minister for Lands: There was a
great doubt as to whether you should
get that land at all.

Mr. Allen: What party was in power?

Mr, WILLMOTT: In that respect both
parties were tarred with the same brush.
The ouly party that cannot be blamed
for delays in the past is the Country
party. The district surveyors are more
direetly in touch with applicants by rea-
son of their being on the spot. The
Minister for Lands stated that a great
deal depends upon the knowledge of the
man to whom money is advanced, and as
the distriet survevor and his staff are
more closely in tonch with the man on the
land, they are therefore in a better posi-
tion to give reliable information to the
Minister than would be the case if officers
were located in Perth. By decentralising,
deleys cannot be hushed up. Each offi-
cer's work is ‘made apparent, and the
caunse of the delay is brought home to the
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right man. In Perth, under the old sys-
tem:, it was impossible for the Minister
or anyone élse to say that such and such
a man was directly the cause of a delay.
Now under the distriet survey offices sys-
tem the enuse of the delay can be pointed
to at onee. The district surveyors should
have such control that nothing more than
formal approval to the Minister should
be necessary after all the information has
been forwarded to headquarters.

The Minister for Lands: That is in re-
gavd to applications for lands,

Alr. WILLMOTT : Yes. Of course at
times matters of poliey will erop up and
then the head office can step in and deal
with the matter, but when it is only an-
ordinary application for land, a great
deal of the delay can be saved and will
be saved by following the course I have

suggested. All routine work can be
dealt with better in the distriet
offices than at the head office. If

it is found impossible to open these
offices at the present time, the men
brought in from these distriets should,
if possible, be grouped in the Perth
head office, and all work relating to their
respective distriets should be deall with
by them as mueh as possible, so that
when good times eome again they will
be in a position to pick up all the differ-
ent threads, and when they go back will
be thoroughly eu fait with all that has
taken place in their respeetive districts
dnring their ahsence at the head office.

It this is done it will save the State
many pounds in the future.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon.

member cannot be heard for the conver-
sation that is going on.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The Miunister for
Lands referred te 'a uniform system of
inspeetion. The State is so vast and the
conditions so varied that I very much
doubt if the uniform system of inspee-
tion can be successfully earried out. Cer-
tain general prineiples, perhaps. can be
made uniform, but the conditions vary
s0 much—as for instance, 60 inches of
rain in one disiriet and 10 or less in an-
other—that I do not see how we can have
a unifortn svstem of inspection.

The Minister for Lands interjected.
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Mr. WILLMOTT: Every man is com-
pelled to carry his responsihility. If we
have different officers doing it, it will be
done tn different ways. I very much
doubt whether the uniformity suggested
by the Minister will be found to be ap-
plicable all round.

The Minister for lLands inlerjected.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The inspectors in
the dry areas get certain fixed ideas, and
when they are transforred to heavily
timbered distriets they seem to be abso-
lutely lost, for they lry to enforce cer-
tain eonditions whieh, justifiable in the
dry areas, ave absolutely inapplicable to
lieavily timbered forest couniry. [ doubt
whether this uniformity, in detail, wil
prove fo be workable. I am pleased that
the Minister recognises this to some ex-
tent. T hope that directly times become
normal immediate steps will be taken to
re-open the distriet offices and that the
old system of centralisation will not
be reverted to. We have suffered from
it too mueh in the past to ever want to
go back to it again. Decentralisation
will relieve the head office of a great
deal of the enormous masses of corres-
pondence with whieh it has now to deal,
and I am certain that the Minmister will
get truer information from officers di-
rectly in touch with the people con-
cerned than he could under the old sys-
teww of centralisation, centralising every-
thing at the head office in Perth.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) ([65]: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following words Ve added:
“On an ecomomical basis during the
present period of financial stress, in
order to keep the existing district re-
cords up to date for the convenience
of the settlers econcerned.”

Probably this amendment will meet the
wishes of the Minister and also of
others interested. Even the member for
Northam (Fon. J. Miichell) will realise
that during the last four years it has
not been possible, or necessary, to main-
tain the same staff in the lands and sur-
vey offices which were there when we bad
better seasons and when not so much
land had been selected. Ever since the
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end of 1911 there has been a gradual.
process of atirition in regard to the
staff employed at each of these distriet
oflices. The people have recognised that
sume reduction was necessary, as is evi-
denced by the resolution passed ai a pub-
lic meeting at Narrogin and which bas
been read by the Minister for Lands. In
the resulution, realising the big expense
of the oflices, and the keeping of a com-
plele staff there, they ask the Minister to
continue the distriet smrvey offices where
it can he done for a very small expendi-
ture. 1 am sorry to say, however, that
the statement of the Minister, that the
records are leing kepl up to date in the
distriet offices will not be found to be
guite correct. As a matter of fact the
district plans and books are not being
kept up (o date locally. This could be
done at very small expense, and if it is
done it will mean that, when the office is
reopened and lhe sorveyor sent back,
evervihing will be in order. The Minister
said the expense of keeping a drafts-
man in one of these offices amounted to
£276 a year. TIf he is not prepared to do
that—and that is all that is necessary to
keep the records up to date—I would
remind him that we have contract sur-
vevors in all the central country towns
who, unfortunately, have practically no
work af all to do.  Most of these men
are draftsmen and would be prepared to
work two or three days a week in the
district offices, keeping the plans up to
date and doing the professional work.
Thiz could very ensily be arranged. In
Narrogin we have a public spirited con-
tract surveyor who would be prepared to
do this work for a very moderate re-
muneration. T think the Minister eould
arrange this at Narrogin at an expense
of probably not more than £150 a year,
wlich would he a very small ifem as com-
pared wilh the loss to the people in con-
sequence of these records being closed up
and the plans being allowed to get out of
date, T ask the Minister to look into the
matler and see if this cannot be arranged.
T think that before very long we will have
a lot of increased applications for land.
What is keeping them back at present is
the fact that the Land Aet Amendment
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Bill. which has been promised for the last
three or four yvears, has not been brought
down, and the high prices of land have
not been reduced. As soon as those
prices are reduced in acecordance with the
promises of the Government, there will
he a great deal more work in these land
offices: because all over the ecountry
people are waiting to apply for small
areas adjoining their holdings as soon
as improverl conditions obtain. I urge
the Minister to make better arrange-
ments for keeping the records and plans
of the district offices, and I hope the
Honse will accept the amendment with
the objeet of having that done at small
expense, When the conditions are im-
proved I may hope, with the leader of
the Country party and others, that the
full system of decentralisation will be re-
verted to.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The present Min-
1ster does not seem to be very sympa-
thetie in regard to it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am afraid
the hon. member is correct in that re-
spect. If the records are kept up to date
then at any time when the prospects
brighten, any Minister who happens to be
in power ¢ould send the distriet surveyor
back there fo take up the ropes, and could
give the surveyors far more power than
they have previously had. If the Min-
ister aceepts this amendment lhe people
will have the benefits of the convenience
of the district survey offices as desired
by the Narrogin resolution until such
time as better conditions obtain.

Mr. 8, STUBBS (Wagin) [6.14]: I
second the amendment.

On motion by Mr, 8., Stubbs debate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

~MOTION — WYNDHAM FREEZING
WORKS, TO INQUIRE.

Debate resumed from the 25th August

on the motion by Mr, George—"That a

select committee be appointed to make

full inquiry into all the cireumstances

surrounding the inception, lefting, and
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cancellation of the contract or contracls
with Nevanas & Co. in connection with
the establishment of freezing works at
Wyndham, and report.”

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (ITon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [7.30]: I
lislened parficularly carefully to the
speech of the hon. member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. George) and during the
eourse of his utterance I failed to reecord
a note, becanse it struek me that he was
not making any points during his long
discourse. Since then I have read his
speech very carefully, and I find that it
15 largely, if not wholly, a repetilion of
the articles which appeared in the
columns of the TWest Australion. While
he used that matter lo a very great extent
to build up a speech, he did not unse it
very effectively in the direction of mak-
ing poinis agninst the Administration, T
much regret to say that while he asked
for an inquiry, he seemed to come to his
conclusions on the various minutes he was
supposed to have read from fhe depart-
mental files as he proceeded. The articles
which appeared in the West Australian
were written from a bhitler party stand-
point, The writer evidently did not set
out with a delermination to give the puh-
lie all the information available from the
departmental file. T will show that in one
very salient partienlar he did not give
the file minute but commented on it. Had
he given the file minute, the publie and
Parliament to-day, having read the news-
paper articles, would have been in prae-
Heally full paossession of all the facts in
regard to this contract. T sincerely re-
gret that the hon. member evidenlly used
the newspaper articles as a brief, and
took those articles as the evidence on
which he arrived at conclusions as he
proceeded, It would have been far better
if he himself had gone very earefully
through the file.

Mr, George: T did.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt is
remarkable, then, that the fentures omit-
ted from the newspaper articles were also
omitted by the hon. gentleman. Again,
it is remarkable that the hon. member had
the newspaper clippings pasted on his
notes; it showed that he was speaking
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from the newspaper clippings to a great
extent, if not whelly.

M. George: I told you I did not use
the newspaper comments at all. T simply
verified everything they had stated as ex-
tracts from the file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is so, and I believe the hon. member did.
He went to the extent of verifying what
appeared in the file, but he did not go to
the extent of carefully perunsing the file
and seeing if the articles dealt with every-
thing that could be obtained from the
file.

Mr. George: I went through the whole
file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
afraid T shall be likely to weary the
House in ountlining all the details regard-
ing this contract. So far as the news-
papers are concerned, I quite realise that
they are party organs, but while they are
party organs, they have, for a consider-
- able time past, been urging that in other
parts of lhe Empire all party hitterness
shonld be set aside and that all parties
should endeavour to the utmost of their
ability, to pull together and work for the
common good. While the newspapers have
preached this so far as other portions of
the Empire are concerned, they have been
endeavouring right through the last year,
and particularly of late, to build up a
case and to flog members in Opposition
to take some drastic acltion against the
Government. One would imagine that
they had seized this question of the con-
tract for freezing works at Wyndham as
a sort of last straw, and made the most
of it by writing arficle after article, day
after day. apparently in the hope that the
long articles and the magnitude of the
stuff put into their papers would be suffi-
cient to justify inquiry. I regret very
much that thev convineed the member for
Murray-Wellington and that he should
have taken ihosze articles as his justifica-
tion—which be evidently did—for the
speech which he delivered.

Mr. George: Then you will not take
my word that I did not pay any heed
whatever to their ecomments?

The Premier: Of course
thousands would not.

we  will;
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not taking the hon. member to task in
regard to the newspaper commenis. What
I object to, and object to strongly, is the
limitation of the hon, member’s speech in
relation to the information eontained on
the file, There is one particular point I
will emphasise during my remarks, te
show that the West Awustralion did not
fully comment on it, and the hon. mem-
ber missed it altogether. There is no
question that the arlieles, although they
constituted a general condemnation of
the Government, were particularly in-
tended to diseredit me as much as pos-
sible. I, of course, am getting used to
this sort of thing, but I would like, if
the motion permitted me, which it will
not do, to let the House into a knowledge
of some of the little details as to the ex-
tent to which this newspaper will go in
its endeavour to kill a man politically. T
will get an opportunity at some time,
when T propose to let the House and the
public know why this newspaper, and
one individual, who las fairly fuill scope
in writing articles, wishes to diseredit me
politically. If a newspaper could kill a
man politically, T would have been dead
long ago, but let me tell that paper and
the individual who is so anxious to fol-
low me and diseredit me that it is a leng,
long way to Tipperary, and that he will
find 1t so before he catches me.

The Premier: You may eateh him on
the track; he wanls catching badly.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : What is his name?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: With-
out further comments, I propose to give
as fully as requisite, though as briefly as
T can, all the details in conneetion with
the Government’s aititude regarding the
establishment of freezing works at
Wyndham, In the first place, it is well
known that this is part of the Govern-
ment’s policy. It is érue, and no doubt
will be emphasised during the debate,
that at one time I was opposed to this
partieular project, and wrote to the.Gov-
ernment counselling caution in this diree-
tion. At that time I could see great diffi-
culties, and I am still satisfied that these
great difficulties did exist. I am prepared
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to admit that the difficulties to-day are
altogether different from what they were
at that time. The world’s supply of meat
is nothing like what it was when I wrote
that report. Take America as an example:
at that fime America was exporting a

considerable gquantity of meat for the

British Army, but to-day Ameriea is an
importer of meat—a clear indieation of
the change as affecting that one nation.
Again, we know that the wmeat supply
generally throughont the world has de
creased in recent years to an extent that
the Empire has now found it necessary
to appeal to the dominions to assist her
to sopply this demand. While it is true
that at one stage I was very mueh afraid
of touching this project, in the last year
or so I have become enthusiastic regard-
ing it, and I quite recognise that the time
is now ripe for the Government fo em-
bark on the project, and earry it ont at
the earliest possible moment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The time is rather
late, T think.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
unfortunate that we have not been able
to do all we should have liked to do, and
this will be explained before I bave fin-

“ished. In accordance with the Govern-
ment’s declared policy to ercet freezing
works at Wyndham, there is to be said
to their credit that, before definitely com-
mitting the country to the work by asking
Parliament to vote a sum of money for
this purpose, lhey engaged a firm of ex-
perts to go fo the Ximberleys and
investigate the whole question from a
meat expert poinf of view, and advise the
Government as to whether it would be an
sconomical and sound proposition for
them to invest in. It wight be said that
the firm of Nevanas & Co., who were
selected at that time to report on the
matter, were not qualified to undertake
this particular contract. That i3 argu-
ahle of ecourse, but I do not think there
ean be any argument as to their stand-
ing in the meat supply circles of the
world, and their knowledge of meat dis-
tribution generally. They arc a recog-
nised firm in the Smithfield market, who
bave had vast experience in the Argen-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tive, as well as in various parts of Aus-
tralia, and, when they were selected io
prepare a report for the Government,
they were chosen because they were re-
commended to us as a firm who could ad-
vise us, and advise us soundly on the pro-
position. Therefore, Mr. Nevanas went
to the Kimberleys, and he weut on
a definite understanding. The Govern-
ment asked the firm for a full report on
given parts of a project of this deserip-
tion, and ontlined exacily what was
wanled, and we received a very full and
conmiplete report. For that report the firm
were paid. At that time there was abso-
lutely no connection between the firm and
the Government. The Government merely
desired to get an expert firm to advise be-
fore proceeding any further with the pro-
jeet, Just at this time, or as a matter of
faet, previous to it, it had been pointed
out over and over again by departmental
officers, and empbasised in Parliament,
that one of the great difficulties attend-
ing the establishment of freezing works
at Wyndham was the waler supply.
Years ago an effort was made to get an
artesian supply; a considerable sum of
money was spent in putting down an
artesian bore, but without tapping a sup-
ply, and thab proposition was not furiher
proceeded with. Then we gof other re-
ports from the officers of the Water Sup-
ply Department. But the Government
went into the matter in a more practical
and comprchensive manner, inasmuch as
we sent two officers to Wyndham with
definite instruetions Lo make a proper
survey after inspecting the various pro-
posals, and give us a definite report in
regard to the possibility of getting an
adequate and good supply of water suii-
able for a project of this deseription.
Mr. Tindale, the engineer for the North-
West, and Mr. Babbington, of the Publie
Works Department, a surveyor of very
high standing, were the two officers
selected for the purpose. They weni to
Wyndham and made their investigations
and surveys and submitted their report
to the Government in regard to water
snpply, and also supplied valuable data
which was reguired in connection with
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the proposals for the construction of a
jetty. Having amrived at Lhis stage it
became necessary for us, baving then
determined lo proceed with the work, to
get the necessary plans prepared for a
work capable of coping with the require-
ments of Bast Wimberley. I[nvestigations
were made as to the possibility of having
the work performed by departmental
officers. 1 was of opinion, and am siilt
of that opinion, that we have not wut in
the Government offices of Western Ans-
tralia men who have had sufficient ex-
perience to give us an up-to-date plan, or
whe have had =zuflicient experience, of
vther works of this deseription. We de-
cided, therefore, to employ an expert firm
lo prepare the plans. We had an offer
from Messrs. Nevanas & Co., who had
eontracted through a eertain  firm of
architeels and who were contractors in
the Eastern States and other parts, to the
effect that they were prepared to submit
plans for the work to eope witl: the re-
yuirements of East Kimberley on a defi-
nite eommission,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Where did they
erect works in the Eastern States?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Their
most recent works were at Shepparton
in Victoria.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
& Co?

The MINISTER T'OR LANDS: Yes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What was the
nature of the work?

The MIRTSTER FOR LANDS: Freez-
ing works.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Freezing meat?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Cool
storage generally, but prineipaily meal.
They have connections in  Quecnsland
and New Zealand. The firm is one of
very high standing and with a good deal
of husiness eouneefion in .\ustralasia.
They have works which they are definitelv
controlling, and are sending meat
away to the markets in the old eountry.
The Minister for Works points out that
their engineers have erected other works
in different parts of the world.

Mr. George: Are they engineers or sub-
contractors ¥

Is that Nevanas
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
may be a diflerence of opinion in regard
te that. it is true that, although I do not
think XNevanas is an engineer, he is a
vapable taan. 1 do not think that any
ae would say that le was an engineer
in the sense that lie could prepare delinite
plans or drawings for work of this des.
cription, but he has had vast experience
in the management and control of works
ol ihis nature. He could give a general
outline and skefeh of the class of work
wanted, and then employ a competent
firm in Melbourne to prepare plans un-
der his general supervision. That is what
the Ctovernment had tu pay for. 1t may
be asked, *Why did yon employ Nevanas:
why did you not, seeing that they were
not themselves preparing the plans, po
1o the firm of architects they were employ-
ing (o do 50?7 I wonld point out that
this would be no advantage to the Govern-
ment. We only paid Nevanas the Insti-
tute of Architect's fees. That was de-
finitely understood. That was fixed be
fore ever the order was given for the
plans to he prepared.

AMr. Heitmann: Nevanas is not an ar-
chiteet, is he?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
was just explaining that point. Nevanas
employed a firm of architeets or drafts-
men fo prepaie his plans, 1F we had
given {he contraet fo this firm of archi-
teetz we would have had to supply them
with the data upon which to draw the
plans.

My, Robinzon: Is that disclosed on the
file? ‘

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. Robinson: About these people pre-
paring these plans for Nevanas?

The MINISTER FOR LAKDS:

Myr. Robinson: It is news {o me.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T am
not sure that they engaged anybody else.
1f they did, as the man in the stveet as-
serts they did, it is no disadvantage fo
this Government, We did not pay a
double fee.

Mr. Robinson: [ am not questioninz
that. T only want to kpow if it is on
the file,

No.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not think it eould be; it was unot brouglht
under the notice of the Government; it
was no concern of the lovernment, We
wanfed to see up-to-dale plans, for which
we would pay the ordinary Institute of
Architeets’ fees.

Mr, Taylor interjected,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
engaged Nevanas as an expert in eon-
nection with what was required in the
direetion of freezing works and ajl the
details 1n regard to economic ¢onstruec-
tion.

Mr. Robinson: Is there anything on
the file to show an agreement to pay
him the usual architeet’s fees?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I o
not know whether it is on the file, 1
am inclined to think it is not. I saw {he
agreement which has been fulfilled in ve-
vard to paying the 3 per cent., which was
outlined as the Instiftute of Arclitects’
fees—3 per cent. on the estimaled eost
of the work.

Mr. Robinson: That should he on the
file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
should be on the file. I undoubtedly saw
it. Tt was either a wire or a letter which
1 perused in that regard. The Premier
points out that there were many diffieul-
ties in regard to this malter. The reason
for that is that a great deal of work was
done hy the Crown Law Department,
there was work done by the Agrieultural
Department, and a certain amount done
by the Public Works Department, and
consequently we are not in a position
to say that the whole of the papers are
on that file. There may be aother papers
on the Crown Law file, or some other file.
But we say that this file cenfains all the
salient features in regard to the letting
and nltimate eancellation of the contraet.

Mr. Rohinson: And all the others conhl
he made available.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
if desired.

Mr. Bolton: The select committee will
wet them,

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: After
arriving at an agreement as to what
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should be paid for the preparation of
the plans we agreed to make available
for the experis the data that was in the
possession of the Government depart-
ments—thal is, the informaiion that had
been gathered by Mr, Tindale and My
Babbington in regard {o the water supply
and jetty. The jetty investigations were
not full and complele, but the water sup-
ply investigations were. That data was
supplied 1o Mr. Nevanas to enable him
(o have the details prepared. All  the
information that was in the possession of
the Agricultural Deparbment was  also
sipplied. It has been insinuated, if nol
delinitely stated, that there were certain
plans in the possession of the Aprieul-
tural BPepartment or the Public Works
Department wlhich were made available
to Nevaunas. That is not so. There were
cerfain peneil sketches on the proposed
method of laving out the suggesied works
al Wyndham. These had been roughly
prepared by 1'r. Cairag of the Agrieul-
tural Department, but no one could
gather from these sketehes any data that
wounld enahle him to prepare plans nnless
there was an expert behind them. It was
purely a rough sketch and eonld not, in
any sense of the word, he ealled a plan.

AT, George: You would say they were
of litile value?

The A'INISTER TOR
Praetically of no value,
The MNinister for

nothing,

Mr. George. What did they cost ns?

The JMinister for Works: They would
have enst us much more if the works had
heen huilt on them.

The MINISTER FOR TANNS: Hav-
ing supplied this data, Nevamas & Co.
were prepared to get their plans ready,
and ultimately supplied the Government
with the plans of the building and
machinery, These plans are working
drawings with full plans and specifica-
tions. On receipt of the plans a board
was appointed. At this time I was aeting
Minister for Works, the hon. Mr. Ang-
win being away in the Tastern States,
and T selected what T considered to be
the most capable men in the Government

LANDS :

Works : Worth
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serviee to go through the plans so that
we might have a guarantee from ounr ex-
pert officers that we had up-to-date plans
and something that would meet the re-
quirements.  These officers were Mr.
Beasley and Nr. Birtwistle, of the Tublic
Works Department. Il is irue thal we
would have selected Mr. Beasley and Mr.
Hardwick, bat Mr. Hardwick had been
sent fo the Fastern States by lhe Gov-
ernment fo make invesligations in regard
to the proposed erection of eool siorage
works at West Perth, in order to enable
the present works near William-street to
be demolished as the area was required
by the Railway Department.

Xr. Male: Why not the Engincer-in-
Chief?

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: 1 will
deal with that. Messrs. Beasley and Birt-
wistle were appointed to represeni the
architectural branch of the Public Works
Department, Mr. Cairns and Mr. Dundas
were appointed as experts with some
knowledge of freezing works from ihe
Agrienltural Department., Mr. Pearse,
the chict draftsman of the Public Works
Department, and Mr. Tindale, the
engineer for the North-West, were ap-
.pointed from the engineering branch of
the Public Works Department; and Mr.
TRone. the chief drafisman of the Walter
Supiply Department was appointed from
that department. There we had the ex-
perts in connection with buildings, in
eonnection with the lay-out, the engineers
in connection with the jetty and water
supplyv. and Mr. Bone, of the TWater
Supply Department to go into the delails
of water supply. 1 venture the opinton
tliat ame would net be able tn et a more
competent board in the State than this
board to deal with a question of this
description. Tt has been emphasised that
after this guestion was submitied 1o the
board. emmplaint was made that they had
not suflicient time to deal with it. That
complaint was made by Mr. Tindale, the
engineer for the North-West. Tt s,
however, ecasilv explained. That officer
had made special arrangements fo go fo
the North-West in connection with his
duties as engineer, and he was timed to
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sail by boat at a given date.  Conse-
quently, he had to yush through the work
a little bit faster than the others. Lle
found that the time at his disposal was’
too short and he put his comments on
the subject on paper. That did not apply
te the general hoard. Although Mr, Tin-
dale went away we still had the other
officers on the board to go into Lhe mat-
fer. I do not think it is fair to say that
the hoard were unduly rushed. It is fair
to say that al least one officer complained
that, owing to his baving to go to other
duties, he had not the time to put inlo
the work that he would like to have had.

Mr, Robinson: How iong did they have
altogether 7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
file will diselose that. They put in an
inlerim report and later on submilted a
full report in regard to the plans. When
the board was appointed I wrote to every
member of it and gave each one a copy
of a minute which I had prepared for
them. They met me at the office and |
ouflined exaclly the poesition of affairs
as they stood at the time. I told them
what 1 wanied from them and that we
would first discuss the matter, and that I
would answer any question they put to
me, and then put on paper in the shape
of a minute oxaetly what the Government
required them to do. This is what I wrote
te the members of the board—

As verbally arranged at the inter-
view this morning I now give an out-
line (as per list attached) of the items
in connection with what the Govern-
ment desire the board to give their at-
tention to in regard to the proposed
freezing works ot Wyndham. The
questions on which the board are to
investigate and report are:—1, Estimate
of total cost of works, with as much
detail as possible: 2, Whether con-
struetion  of the works. eomprising
jetty, water sapply auvd buildings,
shonld be carried out bv contract or
departmentally; or, if neither contract
nor departmental system is desirable
in its entirety. what part of the work
should be carried oul by each system,
{ime being regarded as essence of con-
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tract; 3, What earliest date ecan the
works be ready for operation, baving
regard separately to—(a) buildings
and machinery, {b) jetty, (e} water
supply; 4, Suitability of materials, con-
straction and design proposed from—
{a) economic view, (b) climatic con-
ditions view, (¢} strenglh view, (d)
location view, (e) operative view; 5,
Capacity of water scheme and suit-
ability of design; 6, General lay of
machinery and plant for handling and
economic working; 7, FEstimate of
capacity of plant, Note—The Govern-
ment desire an interim  report, and
would be pleased for you to begin to
deal with items 2, 4, and G first.
ltems 2, 4, and 6 are in conneetion with
the suitability of the building and its
economical laying out.  Consequently,
there we have a competent board ap-
pointed with very definite and complete
instructions as to what the Government
required from the board. The hoard
went into the question, and recommended
the acceptance of the plans. The general
consfruction and Iaying out of the
building were approved, though it is truc
that the board made certain ecomments on
the strength of the building and other
details,

Mr. George: What is the date of your
letter, and what is the date of the board’s
report?

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS. The
houn. member ean look the dates up for
hinself.

Yr. George: You have the file there,
have you not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
appears on page 31 of the file.

Mr. George: Your minute is dated the
17th March, and the reply is given on
the 18th March.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
conld not say. The posilion was that
the question was submilted to the board
and that the board submitted their report.
It may be argued—I can sce that the
hon. member is trying to make this point
—that the reviewing of the plans and
generally the getting of matters into
working order as regards this proposed
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undertaking were undoly expedited. The
hon, member no doubt wants to know the
reason of the expedition—why Lhe Govern-

« ment ware in such haste over the matter,

That point is ecasily explained. We had
veceived from the lmperial Government
a special request, which was sent to the
various Dominions, that everything pos-
sible should be done to assist them in re-
gard to their meat supply. Unfortunately,
Western Awnslralia at (his stage was un-
able (o do anything. As a matter of fact,
we are nble to do very litile at the pre-
sent time. But other parts of Aus-
tralin, especially Queensland, ecame to
the rescue of the Mother Land, and

the whole of their meat supplies
were made available for that pur-
pose. Consequently, having received this

appeat from the Home Government, and
knowing that the world’s supply was con-
sidarably reduced and by no means cow-
mensurate will the demands, we deecided
to expedite the work as much as we pos-
sibly could, the object heing, of course, to
get a start that year, so that the works
might be In going order for the 1914 sea-
son, which would start about April.
Therefore T wished if possible to have the
works going by April of 1916. There
was only one way in which that eould be
accomplished, and that was to rush along
the preliminaries and get a start on the
works, so that by the rainy season of this
vear, about November, we should have
the walls of 1he buildings up and the root
on. The walls heing up and covered in
when Lhe wet season began, the men could
go on with the internal work under eon-
ditions which would make the heat less
oppressive. In that way it was expecled
we would be ready with the works about
April, 1916, Again, there was another
consideration which moved us to hasten
the conslruelion of the works. That eon-
sideration was that the Australian mnar-
ket had heen, let us say, rushed hy the
hig meat comhinations of the world.
Hon., members will remember that an in-
vestigation was eonducted hy a Supreme
Court judge of New South Wales into
the operations of the supposed meat
trust. The report of tbe learned judge
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15 of very great interest indeed. We know
ihat unforiunately it is only foo true that
this combination had made a great deal
of progress in the Northern Territory,
and, to a certain ekfeni, had also
tackled East Kimberley. The Government
were anxious fo checkmale that move to
the utmosi of their ability, because we
feared that unless we rushed along and
demonstrated to the pastoralists operat-
ing in East Kimberley our determination
to ereck freezing works at Wyndham,
thay might follow (he example of others
whe had sold their supplies to this com-
bination. Consequently, there were very
many reasons indeed impelling the Gov-
ernment to push on the works with the
utmost possible despatek  In the same
connection it was pointed out that one of
the higgest jobs that we had {o tackle,
and one of the most diflieult, was the
erection of a jetty at Wyndham. In
order nol to delay matters, and in view
of the faet that we had not complete
drawings, although we had a general out-
line, of the jetty sobmitted io us by
Messrs, Nevanas & Co.,, we decided to
send men to Wyndham for ihie purpose
of opening up a qonarry, because the
whole of the work was to be done in yein-
forced concrete. The idea was that the
men wounld open up a gquarry and get
stone ready, and also get sand ready, and
wake all preliminary arrangements so
that a fAying start eould be obtained with
the work as soon as the full working
drawings were prepared.

Member: Where did vou expect to met
vonr sand?

The MIXISTER FOR LANDS: It is
difficult {o obtain sand in the Ilimberlevs,
bot we fonnd it could be got at King
river. It would have to be brought down
hy pumps, and that would he expensivd
of coursé. However, that is one of the
difficutties up there, The men were sent
up for thal purpose. In the meantime
Messrs. Nevanas & Co. had submitted an
offer to supervise the eomstruction of the
whole of these works, and they proposed
to give n guaraniee that they would eon-
struet the whole of the works within
£180,000. Now, their tender and their
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offer in eonnection with ihe building we
could check, because in regard to this
matter we had definite plans and specifi-
cations. We could also check their esti-
mate in regavd to the cost of waler sup-
ply, because we had certain data on that
subject. Bui we could not check (be cost
of the work they proposed to do as re-
gards the jetty. 7here were certain in-
vestigations which we had to make in
order to find out what sort of foundation
we could get.

Mr. Heitmann: Had Nevanas made

those investigations$

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
hut his tender was subjeet to the condi-
tion that he would have to drive piles
only 15 feet. In view of the speecial diffi-
culties existing al Cambridge Gulf it was
considered that the Government could not
limit themselves to that extent: ik might
Ity e heen sufficient, or it might not. Con-
sequently, having fixed himself up so far
as the foundation was coneerned, Nevanas
then submitted an estimate of what he
could do the work for. Buf, as 1 stated,
the data that we had available were so
limited, and the portion of the work that
he proposed to do was so diffienlt, that
we decided nof to go on wilh it until we
had been furnished with definite plans.
8Lill, i order not to delay the work, as
1 have stated, we said to Nevanas, “We
will po on with the preliminaries, and
within a month the plans must be ready.
If at the end of {he month you ean give
us a tender to do the jetty for the price
vou say it ean be done for, we are pre-
pared to consider the fender. If we ap-
prove of the tender, then yon can take
over the preliminary work, and the plant
that we bave sent along; and those mat-
ters will become part and parcel of your
coniract. But if when we get the plans
at the end of ithe menth, we are net satis-
fied, we will go ahead and continue the
work departmentaltv.” This action was
taken with the general idea that the Gov-
emment had to push on the work with
the utmost despateh.

Mr. George: Were those men public

works men?
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The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: The
man in eharge was not a public works
officer, but the supervisor was a Govern-
ment man. The supervision was under
the Government, but the actual work was
carried out by a practical man experi-
enced in reinforced comerete work, and
especially experienced in reinforeed jetty
work. That man was obtained from the
FEastern States.

Mr. George: If you did not go on
with the contract, then the work was to
go on by day labour?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
were going to review the whole position
after a month’s time. I think the man
lasted a month. He did not last after
the month. He carried out the condition
made with the Government of eontinuing
for a month The depaltmental officers
were, a5 is ountlined in the instructions
given recrardnw depmtmental boards,
asked to D'i\e an estimate of the cost of
the “orLs, and’ \\e had a figure given to
us at this time, or about ‘this time, that
the whole thmg eould be done for
£180, 000. But (lic departmental estimate
was very much in excess of thaf figure,
and we were at a loss to know exactly the
true position. During the disenssion as
to what was best to be done, it was gen-
erally recognised by all concerned, in-
eluding the board, that if we were going
to do_the work by eontraet it would be
beiter to let it all by one conlract, because,
it was pointed out, there would be a con-
siderable amount. of overlapping if the
work were let out in more than one con-
tract. The general opinion was that the
thing should be done either wholly by day
work dep‘n'tmentally or else wholly by con-
tract. During this time Messrs. Nevanas
& Co, came along—berause we were not
prepared to aceept their offer to supervise
the work on a definite understanding that
they gu.nanteed to do it for £150,000—
with a furtller offer to malke us a definile
tender for that portion of the work on
which we were prepared to negotiate, or
with regard to which we were prepared
to recognise that we could talk business,
That is the portion of the building and
machinery for which we had definite
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plans, and also the water supply, regard-
ing which we had definite and complete
data.  Messrs. Nevanas & Co. af this
stage submitted a definite tender. Tleir
tender for the building, the machinery,
and the water supply was [ think
£153,125. In addition to giving us a de-
finite tender and specific details of what
they were prepared to carry out, they
also gave us a definite time within which
they could complete the work; and their
time for completion was in aceordance
with the desire of the Government. We
wanted the work done hy April, and
Nevanas & Co. undertook to complete it
hy the 1st May. Now, it has been said
that Messrs, Nevanas & Co.’s tender for
the water supply was purely a pot shot;
that they could not poessibly have made
a definite tender, because they had not
obtained suflicient data. That, however,
eannot be correct, inasmuch as the de-
partmental officers had given a definite
figure for which that work could bhe
done; and that was rendered possible be-
cause Messrs, Tindale and Babington, to
whom I have referred previously, had
visited the locality and collected the data.
No very elaborate plans and specifica-
tions ave necessary for a water supply.
The question of the size of pipe being
settled, and alse the distance over which
the pipes have to be laid, one has the
main faetors.

Mr. George: What about the dam?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
water, of course, was in the King river.
The only points which were reserved for
further consideration were the question
of the service reservoir at Wyndbam,
which was infended to hold 1,000,000
gallens, and the pumping stalion on the
King river. These were small items com-
pared with the general water supply eon-
tract. Messrs, Nevanas & Co. subwmitted
a definite tender for the reinforced cou-
crefe tank which it was proposed to con-
struet al Wyndham, and for the pumps
and pumping buildings {fo be placed on
the King river, and for the 5-inch gal-
vanised iron pipe line proposed to be laid
between (he King river and Wyndham,
a distance of 20 miles. Therefore Nev-
anas & Co. were in exactly the same posi-
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fion and had ample data to enable them
fo arrive at a definite tender for the
water supply.

Hon. J. D. Connglly: Had not you
officers in the department who knew
all abont water supply?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
difficult for me if members will not fol-
low me. I have already explained that
point.

Hon. J. . Connolly: Were nnt those
officers capable of supplying tF_ plans
inslead of having to send to Nevanas &
Clo. for them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
nquestion of plans in eonnection with the
water supply is a very small item,

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Some £40,000
odd.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
main expense in connection with water
works is the cost of cast iron pipes. For
instance, 20 miles of pipes would run
into a big fignre. Then the question of
the storage reservoir was one in regard
to wiieh I was not prepared to aecept
the views of the departmental officers as
against those of Nevanas & Co.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: But they got
three per cent. on the plans.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
supplied data and plans in connection
with the water supply. But the point I
am trying to make is that at the time
Nevanas submitted his tender he only had
the same information as the officers of
the department when they prepared their
estimate. Later, further detailed draw-
ings were given in connection with the
pumping station and pumps at Iing
river and the surface reservoir at Wynd-
ham. Those drawings were not up to the
requirements of the Public Works De-
partment, and I understand that they in
some way altered them. I regret that
very much because T am inelined (o think
when we are gefting on to reinforced
conerete work, the department is too ex-
travagant in their ideas. The tender then
having been received from Nevanas &
Co., it was sent to the board for their
views, and in a letter to the hoard T
wrote as follows :——
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I enclose herewith a tender with eer-
tain conditions of eontract in addition
to those imposed by the State which
has been submitted by Messrs. Nevanas
& Co., Ltd., for the erection of build-
ings for freezing works and also water
supply for same at Wyndham, and
Cabinet would be pleased if yon would
immediately give consideration to the
question as to whether, in view of the
board’s estimate, you are prepared to
agree to this fender being aceepted ac-
cording to the plans and specifications
as reported on by the board, Under
ordinary circumstanees publie tenders
would he called, buf time is the essenee
of this contraet and the calling of pub-
lie tenders, which would necessitate ad-
vertising throughout the Common-
wealth, wonld cause serious delay.
Again, the freight and material mar-
kets are very unsettled with a present
upward tendency; therefore Cabinet
would, having these special conditions
in view, like the opinion of the board
#s to whellier this tender could be ac-
cepted. Please let me have the board’s
views at the earliest possible moment.

Then the hoard dealt with the tender and
with the special conditions that were at-
tached to the tender, imposed by Nevanas
& Co. They took the conditions seriatim
and gave to Cabinet their views as to
what should or should not be done. The
board recommended that the tender be
aceepted, and on page 69 of the file there
will he found in a letter, a recommenda-
tion in regard to the tender in which
they state—

We are of opinion that the tender of
£155,150 i1s a low tender for the work
proposed to be completed by 1st May.
1916, and we advise that it be accepted
with the usual safeguard of deposit and
bond, as rceommended below. We un-
derstand that it is the intention of the
Government to rvefer the items on
which we have expressed adverse opin-
ions to experts in the Eastern States.

The hoard went earefully into the
question as to whether that tender
should be aceepted and there is nn

Jdoubt about the board’s opinion as just
read, bul there were conditions in con-
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nection with the contraet, and I have
taken the three main points com-
mented on by the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr, George). In the firsl
place a good deal was made of 1he
coudition agreed to that any inerease or
decrease in freight on material that took
place after the 1st Mareh should apply to
either increasing or reducing the amount
of the contract, That was explained by
Nevanas & Co. and fully appreciated by
the board, as also by the Government,
that Nevanas & Co. had prepared their
cstimate and tender on the material
quoted to them, and the freight as on the
1st March. It was on the 25th March that
the tender was submitted, and they had
ot this information to enable them to give
the Government that estimate of £180,000
that they said the work could be done
for if they had the supervision of it
That did not appeal Lo the Government,
but then, having the data of tbe 25th
March, they gave a definite tender, and
they made it perfectly clear that the ten-
der was based on the cost of materinl and
freight which had heen quoted to them
on the 1st March, and any alteration
would antomatieally apply to the tender.
We ail know fall well that freight and
¢ost of building material have gone up
considerably, and the proposal was reas-
onable under ibe circumstanees. Tn re-
gard to building material, such things as
stee] and corrngated iron have gome up
enormously in price sineg the 1st March
of this year. On account of the war we
were working under speeial eircumstances
and we were therefore justified in giving
reasonable and fair consideration fo the
stugrestion made in the contract,  Then
the question was raised in regard to the
proposal to advance 83 per eenf. on the
material. That was due to the special
cireumistanees  surrounding the erection
of works al Wyndham. It was poinied
out fo the Advisory Board and fo the
Government that to get the work going
at Wyndbam, and to eomplete it in the
{ime allowed in the contract, the con-
tractor would have to rush an enormons
amount of material to Wyndham. If such
a work was being carried out at, say, Fre-
mantle, the material could be brought
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in as it was required; it could be brought
from the Eastern States by the weekly
hoats, but when we are dealing with a
place like Wyndham which has a service
of cnly one boat a month, it is o question
of rushing as great a quantitiy of material
us possible to the place, so that the work
may be carried on expeditiously and
economically. Wyndham is one of the
most diffiealt places in the State at which
to carry out any kind of work, and the
(tovernment recognised that the material
waould have to go there promptly, and that
once it got there it could not be used for
any other purpose. Again, in a place
like Fremanlle it would be possible to nse
cemnent, for instance, on works other than
those for which the article might have
been inteizded, but that eonld not he done
ub Wyndbam. Realising the speeial eiv-
cumstanees, and the speecial difficulties,
and the necessity for earrying an enor-
mous amount of material, we agreed that
after the stuff was duly landed at Wynd-
ham and passed by the departmental
offieexs as being up to standard, we wonld
ndvance 85 por cent. of the cost. We
kept in hand 15 per cent. The other
peint that has been made a good deal of
is the special vefusal, in the acceptance
of the contract, for taking responsibility
in connection with the carriage of material
on the State steamers. In the terms of
the controct Nevanas wanted us to ngree
to earry material on the State steamers
at the rate of 30s, per ton. That in the
opinion of the Government, could not
be done and we rubbed out that consid-
eration and snid that we would not {ake
any responsibility in  connection with
freight. I want hon, members to hear
that in mind because I intend later on to
deal with that phase of the question
which was raised by the wmember for
Muorray-Weilington.

My, George: Was there any under-
taking given to Nevanas as to freight?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Noue
at all at that stage. There was no res-
ponsibility  taken in  connection with
freight and we refused absolutely to take
any, and we sfriek it out of the eon-
tract. At that stage we had no under-
taking in any shape or form in regard
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to the carviage of material. The board,
having reported on the mntter, it was
submitied to Cabinet, but the Premier
being away in the eountry, Cabinet de-
cided that they would not consider ihe
matter unfil he returned. Then the
hoard having rveported that a special eon-
traet should he prepared in regard to
this proposal, 1 insirucied the Crown Law
Departinent to prepare the special con-
tract, so that on the return of the Pre-
mier, Cabinet would have it before them
with the conditions set out. We could

then go into it having a full knowledge

of all the eireumstances. The Crown
solicitor prepared a draft contraet and
that was laken into conmsideration when
the tender was submilted to Cabinet.
Then again—and this is where T considev
the Press have heen grossly unfair in the
matter, and where the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington neglected to do fnll jus-
tice to it, seeing that he had the depart-
menlal file—in addition to sending this
contract to the departmential hoard, it
was decided to take the special precau-
tion, inasmneh as the conlraet dealt with
machinery and plant, of referring it lo
the Tender Board. In doing that I wrote
ta the Tender Board as follows:—

The Government having under con-
sideration the question of providing
meat freezing works, ete, at Wynd-
ham, have received a tender for the
erection and equipment of sawme. This
contract covers works of an import-
ant character, ineluding huildings of
apecial design and construetion, the
supply and installation of machinery.
ete. Tt has been decided, before pro-
veeding further, to submit to the Ten-
der Board the file covering the nego-
tiations up to date, with a general
summary of what has been done, what
is proposed. and whal s now in pro-
press, with a request that the board
give the matter early consideralion,
and report as lo whether it i1s con-
sidered that the State’s interests will
be adequately protected by proceed-
ing on the lines indicated on the file,
or whether the board considered any
further or other course is advisable.
In addition to the papers dealing with
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the proposed contract, 1 forward for
confidential information the replies re-
ceived from the Agent General as to
the standing of the firm of 8. V. Ne-
vanas & Co., Ltd, also despatches re-
ceived from the British (overnment
conecerning supplies which—in addi-
tion to the local necessities of food
and development point of view—is in-
flugncing the Government in an en-
deavour to get the works operating
at the earliest possible moment,

Mr. Heitmann: What had the des-
patehes veceived from the British Gov-
erpment to do with it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
thought the board should understand
exactly why the (Govermment was pro-
ceeding with the works, and the des-
patehes undoubtedly influenced the Gov-
ermment in their determination to push
on with the work. Therefore we gave
the Tender Board full information, T will
read the general swmmary which was sub-
mitted :—

The Governmeni having  decided,
after having received a speeial report,
to eveet freezing, ehilling, and canning
warks at Wyndham, obtained Parlia-
mentary aunthorisation for the expen-
diture on this year’s Loan Estimates.
A firm of experis were commissioned
to prepare complete plang and speei-
fientions Lor ithe necessary buildings,
plans, ete. Certain investigations
were also made and data obtained in
regard to elilling conveniences and
water supply. These plans and data
were recently submitted o a depart-
mental board for investigation and re-
port. The firm under whose directions
the plans werve prepared
Mr. George: You say “*directions.”’ It

is “‘instructions” here, which is very dif-
ferent from ‘‘directions.”’

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: Yon
must have rezd it from the newspaper.

Mr. George: No, this is a copy of the
file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well,
it is “directions” in my copy. Let me
resume—

The firm nnder whose directions the
plans were prepared made an offer to
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take the contract for the erection and
eompletion of the whole of the neces-
sary work, including buildings, mach-
inery, water supply. and jetty. No
working drawings or specifications be-
ing available for the jetty, and there

being speeial features of construction

at this partieular centve, the Govern-
ment would not entertain any offer
on this item until complete plans, ete.,
were submitted. It being represented
that the whole of the work should be
completed by April, 1916, if an im-
mediate start was made, it was agreed
under eertain conditions, to allow pre-
liminary work econnected with the
jetty to proceed, pending submission
of plans. In regard to buildings, ma-
chinery, and water sapply a tender
was rveceived. This was sent on to the
investigation board for consideration
and report. The hoard, when the plans
were first submitted, and again when
the tender was sent on, offered some
comments and eriticism in regard to
weight and strength of materials.
These comments are being sent to the
Hon. Mr, Angwin, who is now in the
Bastern States, with a request that he
seek the assistance of the Common-
wealth Government in selecting a com-
petent engineer to advise on points of
difference raised. ‘This investigation
will also exiend to jetty plans and
plans for service reservoir in connec-
tlon with the water supply. The pro-
posed contract has been sent to the
Crown Law Depariment for prepara-
tion, and ecertain tentative decisions
have been given on questions raised by
the hoard on. deposit, bond, efe.
Had that minnte, which is on the depart-
mental file, been published in extense in
the newspaper, the public of Western
Australia would have had full details in
regard to the negotiations respecting
this contract. But the newspaper simply
commented very briefly on that exhaustive
minute, which deals with the whole of
the negotiations, and then proceeded to
criticise the Government. The miserable
cur who wrobte it knew full well that if
he gave the minute in full, he conld not
proeeed with bhis eriticism of the Govern-

. done up to that time.
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ment. So he simply tock portions of it,
and refrained from publishing the full
minute, so that the public would not be
in eomplete possession of the details.
Thus he gave rise to the necessity for this
speech to-night, and to a large extent
was responsible for the action taken by
the member for Murray-Wellington
{Mr. George). And the part I vesent
is that the member for Murray-Welling-
ton did not quefe this minute, whieh
gives all the details as ', what had been
The newspaper
suppressed it, and so too, Lo a large ex-
tent, did the hon. member, who referred
to it even less fully than did the news-
paper,

Mr. George: What was the reply of
the Tender Board?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was to the effect that the special depart-
mental board having gone into the ques.-
tion and reported, they felt there was no
neeessity for them te go into the ques-
tion. They pointed out in addition that
they thought it was beyond their juris-
diction, However, we were of opinion,
seeing that the Tender Board invariably
deals with machinery and plant eon-
tracts, that 1t was within their scope to
deal with fhis question; indeed, it was
because of the machinery and certain
plant having been included that we sub-
mitted the question to the Tender Board.
The veport having been reeeived from
the departmental board, and the rough
outline of the contract having been pre-
pared by the Crown Law Department,
and a reply having been received from
the Tender Board, the guestion
was submitted to Cabinet by my recom-
mending the aeceptance of the tender.
That recommendation was made by me
after reading through rough notes which
1 had written at my own home, following
on a carefnl perusal of the facis. After
I had made the recommendation and
Cabinet had disenssed 1it, it was agreed to
by Cabinel, who decided to accept the
contract. But, my notes having been
roughly written at home, I afterwards
took them to my clerk in the Lands De-
partment with instruetions that he should
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tvpe theni, so that they might be placed
un the departmenta) file. My recommen-
dation was as follows . —

As requested, I have carefully con-
sidered the report of the expert officers
who were appointd to investigate the
plaus, specifications, and proposals in
regard to the erection of freezing works
at Wyndham. It having been already
decided to permit certain preliminary
work (o proceed in regard to Lhe jetty
construction under certain conditions,
and on the distinet understanding that
complete plans and specilications and
tender is to be submitted within a
month as per letier handed to Nevanas
on the 22nd March last, there is no
need to deal further with this portion
of the work uniil the expiration of the

. terin mentioned. For the remaining por-
tion, namely the erection of buildings,
the supply and installation of macli-
nery, and the construction and equip-
ment of a water supply, a combined
tender of £155,150 has been received,
This tender, with conditions attached,
has heen reviewed by the investigation
board, and the board recommended,
owing to the lowness of the price fen-
dered and the undertaking to complete
the work by May next year, thag the
tender be accepted. For the work in-
cluded in the tender the board’s esti-
mate of cost, leaving out all allowances
for contingencies, supervision, ete., is
as follows:—Buildings (deleting por-
tions not included in tender) £101.000,
machinery  £60,500, water supply
£39,000; total £200,500.

Tn regard to that, I fonnd on review that
I had made a mistake of £5,000 in con-
nection with water supply. T was of
wpinion that when the departmental offi-
cers submitted their price they allowed
for a 6-inch wain. The difference bhe-
tween the eost of a 5in. and a 6in. main
was £5,000, and I deducied from the
amount of their estimate £5,000, because
I thought it was a Gin. main. I did not
read their reecommendation carefully. T
should have added £5000. because their
estimate was for a 5in. main and not for
a Gin, main. So I went on and said—
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So, taking the bhare estimated cost
without the allowanee of £14,000 which
ilie board have added to cover super-
vicion and contingeneies, the lender is
£45.350 below the estimate, '

Those figures, as | have explained, should
be £50,350, allowing for the difference in
cost of the main. Ay recommendation
continued—
In regard to the lime of eomplelion,
the contractor has set himself a big
task, but in view of the representations
made by the Home Government in re-
gard to meat supplies, and the shorvt-
ness of supply on the world’s markets
generally, the early completion becomes
an unportant part of the contvaet. In
view of the circumstances outlined
above, [ recommend that the tender of
Nevanygs & Co. be aceepted, subject to
{a) The penalty for nen-completion in
the contract tlirce being increased to
£100 per week,
Nevanas had proposed £10 per week.
I'lie recommendation continues
(L) That the eontractor supply and
only use fresh water in the mixing of
concrete; (e¢) That the Huctuation of
prices of material or freight be added
to or dedueted from the eontract price;
(d) That a surety, to be approved, of
£6,000 for the performance of the con-
tract be imposed; (e) That the Gov-
ernment or State take no responsibility
in regard to the Sieamship Serviee car-
riage of material; (f) That all the
points raised and expressed in regard
to weights and strengths of materials
specified for the building be submitted
hy the Hon, Mr. Angwin, now in the
Eastern Stafes, to some expert recom-
mended by the Federal or State Gov-
ermments for decision; should any alter-
ation of plans result, extra cost entailed
should be added to contraet price, and
(z) That the design of the service and
slorage reservoir be submitted to the
same anthority for adviee.
After T had made that recommendation
fo Cabinet, as T have said, I handed my
notes to my clerk at the Lands Depart-
ment, with instroctions fo type them
ready to ba oput on the file. The clerk
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did not type the notes immediately. He
held them for some time, and I do not
think I handed to him the date of the
Cabinet meeting, because 1 do not tbink
[ returned to my office that day, When
ihe clevk finished typing Lhe notes, he
dated them the day he finished, namely,
the 1ath April, some days after the Cab-
inet decision. A lot has been made out
of the fact that the date was altered. It
wag altered for the reason that, when the
clerk handed me the typewriiten copy,
1 did not notice the date at all on that
typed copy. I took it over to Mr
Shapeott, the Premicr’s secretary, and
instructed him to get Cabinet’s decision
recorded on the minute to be placed on
the papers in the Premier’s room. Mr.
Shapeott drew my attention to the faet
that the date of Cabinet’s deeision was
not the 15th, remarking “We will have io
alter that.” T said, “Al right, alter it
lo the date on which Cabinet accepted
The date of the 15th was
thereapon rubbed out, and the 9th was
put in.  But the copy retalned in my
office was not altered at all, and that is
the reason why we have on the file the
Cabinet minute with the Cabinet record
dated the 9th, while the copy in my office
is dated the 15th.

Mr, George: When was the date of
Cabinet’s approval put on your typed
copy?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On
the 15th.

Mr. George: Yet it bears the dale of
the Oth,

The MINISTER TOR LANDS.
Cabinet’s decision was given on the 9th,
and the Cabinet reecord was made on the
9th, but I did not want to put it on my
copy, for T am a bad writer, and it was
on rough paper.

Blr. George: Rather loose, was it not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : It
is constantly done. You rub ont the
record, and it is typed in afterwards. It
was recorded as the day Cabinet gave its
decision.  That is exaelly the explana-
tion, that the tender might be definitely
accepted by Cabinet on the date recorded,
namely, 9th April. The member for

i%n 1(,.‘ ,1‘-,1,. ”
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Northam (Hon. J. Biitehell) will bear
me out when I say that repeatedly a
verbal recommendation is made, or une
rubs out a wrilten recumendation to
Uabinet, and afterwards has it lyped in.
Instructions are usually given to do it
on the day of the Cabinet decision, We
failed to do that, and it was dated on
the day it was typed and not on the day
the record was made.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You wounld not do
that in regard to a proposal of this mag-
nitude?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t is
more veasonable that it should be done in
connteclion with a proposal of some mag-
nitude. It was hecause of the magniiude
of the proposal thal the Cabinet record
was typed. It would have been better if
I had had more time and could have got
it all typed at once. The work, however,
was done 1 my own home; I wrote it
out myself and did not have time before
the Cabinet meeting o get it properly
typed. The maiter was typed afterwards
and placed on reeord.

My, E. B. Johnston:
husy day.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Was Mr Beasley in-
formed on the Sth that Cabinet had de-
cided 1o aeeept this tender?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: No.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The file shows it.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The
Cabinet decigion was on fhe 9th April.
Mr, Nevanas was notified that his tender
had been accepterd, and later on the con-
ditions of coniraet and everything econ-
nected with it were properly drawn up
by the Crown Law Department and the
tender was aecepted conditional on eer-
tain things whieh have already heen re-
terred fo, being done, The contract was
signed, that is, the interim aceeptance was
sigiied, and Mr. Nevanas's acceptance of
the modifieations in regard to his tender
is on the file, The Crown Law Depart-
ment prepared a letler outlining the ae-
ceptance and Mr. Nevanas had tyvped at
the hottom an aceeptance which he
signed. On the 9th April the tender was
aceepted and the contract was prepared
by the Crown Law Department and ulti-

That was your
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mately signed by myself on behalf of the
Government and by Mr. Nevanas acvepi-
ing it as the eontractor.

The Minister for Works: That is what
I termed the inierim agreement.

Mr. George: Ilas the Crown Law con-
tract heen signed?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
the acceptance of the inleriin agreement
was signed. I wish to emphasise ihat,
previous to fthis, there was nothing be-
tween Nevanas & Co. and the Govern-
ment—I have dealt with another letter
that passed later on—huf there was no
agreement or contract or understanding
arrived at with Nevanas & Co., 1:td., when
they submitted their tender. Nothing was
done until their tender was accepted by
Cabinet. On the 9th April the documents
were drawn up by the Crown Law De-
parfment and signed. Prior to that there
was no atrangement whatever with Ne-
vanas & (o, Ttd. After the signing, the
Government started to prepare to comply
with tle conditions imposed by the con-
tract, and no doubt Nevanas started to
get his plant and material together.

Hon. J. Mitchell: FHe had plant ot
Wynham on the 5th April.

The Mmister for Works: No.

Hon, J. Mitchell: That is on the file.

The Minister for Works: Plant in con-
nection with the jetfy. That was not his
but the Government’s.

Mr. Munsie: 'Try to find anolher loap-
hole now,

'The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The
comments of the departmental officers in
recard to the sirengihs and weights of
material, ele,, led to an avreement to snh-
mit the question to an expert in the Jasi-
ern Siates before a definite conclusion
was arrived at. Nevanas & Co., having
prepared plans for material of certain
weights and sfrengths, and those weights
and sirengths having been adversely com-
mented on by the officers of the Works
Department, it was decided that the dif-
ference of opinion should be submitied to
an expert in the Faslern States. Fach
officer of the department was ealled upon
to prepare his comments in regard fo the
various phases of the works. These were
prepared and sent to the MMinister for
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Works who was in the Eastern States to
get one of the hest experts to eonsider
them. One point, of which a good denl
has been made, is in regard to my letter
conveying this information to the Minis-
ter for Works. I said I did not want the
departmenial officers’ crilicism to be
luken loo seriously. I did that deliber-
ately and hbecause [ am strongly of
opinion

The Minister for Works: 1 did not tell
Ilhe expert that.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: No,
it was puarely for the information of the
Minister for Works, It was supplied by
nie in my private letter to the Minister.

The Premier: That had no right to he |
on the file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : For
years past T have heen of opinion, and
bave heard it expressed by members in
this Chamber, that we waste a eonsider-
able amount of material in the constroe-
tion of our publie works, that our build:
ings are uidnly strong, that our jetty
works are unduly heavy, and that in con-
nection with our public works generally,
the Government err on the side of too
much slrength, and conseqnently our
huildings are too extravagantly con-
strucied and too costly. While {hat ap-
plies particularly to the ordinary build-
ings consiructed of our local timhers and
to jetty constrnetion, it applies very for-
eibly (o reinforced conerete work. I am
strongly of opinion that our officers in
this Siate are not np to date in reeard
to morern systems of constrnetion. ITon.
members have anly to go to Woorooloo
and inspeet the bnilding there. Tt is
erected with reinforced conerete and the
size of the walls is enormons. 1 venturc
the opinion that if ene toock an expert
there and told him it was reinforced con-
crete work, ke wounld be alarmed because
it appears to be absolute concrete with-
out any reinforcement at all. I wanted
to wet the most modern system of con-
struction for the Wyndham freezing
works, I knew (hat our officers were not
up to date in this partieular and I was
specially pleased that the questions of
weights and strengths of material had



542

been raised so that we eould secitle once
for all by outside expert advice whether
our officers were unduly extravagant in
their consirnetion of reinforced concrete
work., In conneetion with the reinforee-
ment itself, there is any amount of ma-
terial suitable for the purpose. Rein-
foreing is done with wire netting, it 1s
done with ordinary expranded metal, and
3t is done, as was proposed in connection
with ihese freezing works, with steel re-
inforcements.  If it is intended to in-
crease the slandard of the reinforcement,
the size of the walls must be less. I was
of opinion that our officers did not fully
appreciate that we were going to use the
wost modern reinforcement material and
that they were not allowing for the re-
duced size of the walls; in other words,
that they were putting too mueh concrete
into the work in view of the fact that we
were using a reinforcement of a higher
standard. I did not want an officer in-
experienced in the work fo decide it, bul
wanted the point dealt with by an expert
who had wide experience of this class
of work in the Eastern States where
reinforced conercte is used toe a far
greater extent than here, There was o
difficulty and it was one of the things that
influenced me, that 1 feared the Minister
for Works would he advised io get some
departmental oflicer fto  cousider the
roinis raised. As a maiter of fact he was
informed that the best expert in Vietoria
was a Government man. T was afraid ghat
there might he some professional etiquette
between the fwo departments and that
our officers, having recommended an in-
ereased strengih in the material specifiesd
by the contractors, the officer in the Fast-
erh States would say—*T will not differ
from the Western Australian officers.
They are of that epinion and T will let
it go at that.™ T wanied to get it setiled,
not only in eonncetion with this confraet.
hut in eonneciion wilh ol other buinldines
as to whatl strength of material was ve-
quire:d, seeing that we had introduced a
better class of remforcement than had
heen adopied here previously and that
Weslern Anstralia had not had a great
deal of exjrerience in reinfoveed concrete
work,
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Mr. Heitmann: 1t does not say mueh
for our officers it they are not prepared
to keep themselves up to date.

Member: They have not had an oppor-
tunity,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am
not reflecting in any shape or form on
our departmenfal officers. 1 have too
high an opivion of the engineering and
architectural branches of the Works De-
partments to do anything of the sort.
Ii is a wmistake that we do not give our
officers sufficient opportunity to travel
and see for themseclves the different sys-
tems uf construction adoepted in other
pavts of the world, 1t would he betfer
if some of our oflicers were nllowed to
see what is going on elsewhere instead
of keeping them bhere where they have
no opjportunity to keep themselves fully
posted 1n the various methods of econom-
ieal construction practised in other parts
ol the world.

Mr. Robinson: That is a good idea.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
we were a little more generous in regard
to the departmental officers we would give
them wider scope in this respeet and that
would make them better men. With the
pre:ent limitations, they compare more
than favourably with similar officers in
other parts of Australia. 1 wonld not
hear anvone reftect disereditably upon
these officers, They have not had the op-
rortanity to study these questions and
my desire was fo obtain exvert adviee.

Mr. Heilmann: Various engineering
firms deal with it exhaunstively.

Hon, J. D). Connally: How will you
carry oub these works without a water
suppiv?

The “INISTER FOR LANDS: That
was part of the contraet; it was recog-
niced that the water supply was the fivst

essential in  connection with {freezing
works ab Wyndham,
The Premier: The member for Nor-

tham put up a seheme to spend £60,000
on freczing works, £58,000 of which was
to be absorbed on the water supply.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
questions were then submitted to the ex-
pert and wenerally speaking the sfrengths
off material, as outlined i the eontract,
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were endorsed by him. This only goes
to show that the plans were prepared by
people who had had wore praetical know-
tedge of reinforeed eoncrete work than
vur Public Wurks officers,

Mr. George: It was a guestion of doc-
tars differing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
the fact remains that no alteratibn was
made, wlich shows that the plans were
prepared on up-to-date lines. Certain
alterations were sugeested by the expert,
for instance, a canopy roof. These alter-
ations were adopted by the Government
and were eventually made to the plans,
s0 that to-day we have in our possession
plans, working drawing and specifications
of what I clmmm—and 1 say this having
the opinion of experts in South Australia
and an expert in Vieloria who saw the
plans—will he one of the most up-to-date
freezing, chilling and canning works in

Australasia.  Certain  information and
plans were submitted by  Nevanas
& Co. in conneclion with the water

supply and these are also in the posses-
ston of the Public Works Depaituient.
!I\

They are not full and complete, and have
not been adpoted in the sense that {he

bnildings and machinery have been
adopted. Nevertheless, they are plans

which the Public Works Department are
making some sligh alteration in, nnd will
he adopled and uiilised in eonnection wirh
the water supply which is now in conrse
of beine laid out at Wyndham., The
jetty plan has not been completed and
ic hoinz sitended to now hy the Public
Works Department. We ouly have in
our possession the water supply building
and machinery plans. As the bon. mem-
rer pointed out, we only pay for the plans
we have, wamely huildings, machinery,
and water supply. Tt was about this
time that the Government began to realise
that Nevanas was getting into (rouble
willt regard to  this particular contraci,
ITe Dbezgan to realise that he was going to
have difficulty in connection with finane-
ing ihe work. T think that Nevanas, at
the time he submitied his tender, had
certain understandings with financial in-
stilutions in regard to finanecing the con-
cern, The finances have changed so much
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of Iate, however, that forces came into
being over whiek he had no control, anid
aver which no one had any control, un-
less il was the IKaiser. [n view of these
difficulties he approached the Government
to ask us io do certain Lhings that we
were not called upon to de under the
contract, and which eonsequently we re-
fused to do. We then bhegan to realise
as n (Jovernmenl that Messrs. Nevanas
& Co. were not likely to be able to finish
the contraet within the time specified.
There is a possibilily also that Nevanas
was handicapped to a certain extent in
rezard to shipping freight. I want fo
explain at this siage the cireumstances
which have heen made a good deal of in
ceeard to this contract. 1 have already
statel definitely and distinetly thal we
took no respovsibility W conneetion with
freiphts in the original contract.

My, George: That is the contract which
was accepted on the Sth April.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
During thai. time we had an offer sub-
mitted te vs for the purchase of the
steamer “Western Australin”  As hon.
inembers know we have been partienlarly
anxjaus to sell that vessel because she is
unsuitable for the North-West trade,

Mr. (Reorge: That is a mee way of pat-
ting it. .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hav-
ing aecepted thal tender it was necessary
for us to fonk ronnd and get another boat
to take her place. We lnd a mail con-
tract, of course, to carry out at the same
time. We got informalion that there was
an inferned German vessel lving ot Bris-
bane whiech would he likely io fulfil our
requirement on that ecoast in the mean-

time. We opened up newotiations with
the Commonwealth Government o see

whether we econld zet this vessel—the
“Prinz. Sigismund”—to Ilake the place of
the “Western Australia.”

A, Georwe: Ts that the X27

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
We were successful in our negotiations.
Weo sent afficers up to inspeet her and
o into every detail, and we were success-
ful in arriving at an agrecment with the
Commonwealth Government for us to take
this hoat. Just at the lime we were get-
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ting these matters fixed up, however, the
offer for the “Western Australia” was
withdrawn, and we were in the unfortun-
ate position of having ber on our hands
as well as the “Prinz Sigismund.” In
onr dilemma to know what ought to he
done in the matter Nevanas heard that
we had got the “Prinz Sigismund,” and
we learned that he had been after her
bimself for the purpose of using her te
carry his freight.  He made vepresen-
tations to us and asked us, seeing
that we had the boat, if we wounld arrange
to carry his material for him. In the
first representation e made he wanted us
to carry his materials up the coast if we
were going {o operate the “Prinz Sigis-
mund” instead of the “Western Anstra-
lia.” He afterwards found that we had
both boats on our hands. He then made
a suggestion to us that we should earry
his material on the “Prinz Sigismund.”
We decided as a Cabinet that it would be
better for us te hand the “Prinz Sigis-
mund” over to him and allow him to
operate her and earry his own material
on her. In the meantime he had pro-
ceeded on his way to Melbourne, and we
sent a wireless nessage stating thal we
were prepared te hand over to him the
“Prinz Sigismund” so that he could ar-
range for the carringe of his matferial.
The Premier wishes me {o give a littie
more detail of what happened before we
did this, We seni officers of the State
steamship service to Brishane to inspect
ke boat. They came back and met Cabi-
net. There was the manager of the State
steamship service, one of the engineers
of the prineipal hoats, and Captain Ti-
brich. After diseussing the matter with
Cabinet they said it would be a good
idea for us to get Nevanas to take the
boat over for the purpose of carrving
their material to Wyndham, provided
that he would agree to our putting ouv
own men on board the vessel. They
pointed out that if we could get Nevanas
to earry his malerial on the boat and we
could put our own officers into her we
would be able to find out at the same time
whether she was suitable for us, and what
alterations wounld be necessary to make
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her suitable for the trade. Then, if we
got another offer for the “Western Aus-
iralia”—and we bhad Ther adveriised
thronghout the world—we would know
exactly how the “Pringz Sigismund” would
snit us,  As a matler of fael, as a
result of {he conference between the offi-
cers of the Siate steamship service and
the Captain of the “Western Australia”
a message was sent Lo Nevanas as 1 have
stated.

The Premier:
wire.

My, Male: Have you the right to sub-
let the steamer?

The Premier:
wire.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ve
had power to do as we liked with her,
provided we ecarried out the conditions
imposed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment,

Mr. George: That is not on the file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
has nothing whatever to do with the comn-
tract. There i5 no connection between the
two. As T have said Nevanas then went
to the Eastern States, It appears that he
had hought a considerable amount of
material. He made arrangements to get
certain men to lake positions as foremen
cte., In regard fo the various parts of the
work, When the matler was fixed up we
received a eable throngh the Agent (en-
eral from onc of the biggest brokers in
London stating that if we conld get the
“Weslern  Auastralia” away for London
immedintely we would get a fair priee
for her. I am not geoing to mention the

Mr, Stevens drafted the

That is the mysterious

. price; it was considerably move than the

ori~inal tender wlich led us to take over
the “Prinz Sigismund.”

M, Male: Has it come off?

The MINTSTER FPOR LANDS: We
were in the position that we had another
offer for the “Western Australia’® At
this stage the Premier was away in the
Eastern States, where he was laid up.
Cabinet went infto the question and we
wanfed to know exaetly what we eould
do. We were anxions to get the “\Western
Australia” away and to get this price for
her. The only way we could do this was
to get hold of the “Prinz Sigismund,”
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which had been handed over to Mr. Nev-
anas, We got hold of the Crown Solicitor
and asked him how we would stand in
regard to this interned vessel. He said,
“You have entered into an uwndertaking
to hand the boat over to him and if you
take her away you may make a breaeh of
contraet,” We then consalted the officers
of the State steamship service and asked
them if they could form an opinion as to
what penalty we would have to pay if we
cancelled the contraet in connection with
the “Prinz Sigismund.” They said that
we conld not be asked to pay more than
frow £3,000 to £5,000. Cabinet immedi-
ately tarned round and said, “If it is only
a matter of paying a penalty of £3,000
to £5,000 we eould effect the sale of the
“Western Australia” which the Agent
General said was possible; let us brealk
the contract with our eyes open and we
will pay the penalty.” That was done
deliberately, We wired to the Eastern
States informing Nevanas that we were
going to take over the “Prinkz Sigis-
mund” again,  We wired to the ailicers
that we had put oh the “Prinz Sigis-
mund,” and instructed them not to work
under Nevanas but to work under the
dirvections of the State steamship service.
Nevanas protested, and we communicated
with the Premier's secretary in Mel-
bourne outlining what we had done so
that Nevanas would know, It may have
heen an injustice to Nevanas, but it was
doing a small injustice to bim when we
consider what an advantage would acerne
to the State,
Mr, George: You advised Navanas?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
we did it all fairly and squarely.

The Minister for Works: 1 do net
thirk we told him that damages eould
he elaimed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
would not tell him now, but for the fact
that the whole thing has been fixed np.
We found that in the meantime Nevanas
had brought a certain amount of his
material on the “Prinz Sigismund” and
had unloaded it at Fremantle, That fur-
ther action made it extremely diffieult for
Nevanas, and it is only fair to him and
the country that ihis shonld be explained.
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A lob of his material running into tens of
thousands of pounds had to be paid for
within a given period. Instead of bis
being able to land his material by means
of the “Prinz Sigismund” at Wyndham,
as he bad arranged, and drawing bis 85
per cent. he conld not get his material up
{o Wyndham by that vessel in the time
specified, and therefore counld not draw
his 85 per cent. from the Government.

Alr. Georga: Ts it usual to pay 85 per
cent. on material as soon as it is Janded?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As
soon as it is landed at Wyndham and
passed. 'We have an officer there to check
tt. Having landed his material at Fre-
mantle, however, Nevanas eame to the .
Clovernment and explained the position
he was in. At this stage we could see
that he was going to have great difficulty
in regard to the contraet. We said we
ware prepared provided the material was
right and the price was richt, to take this
over, which we did. But his explanation
in regard to how we ecame to urrange with
the “Prinz Bigismund” bhad pothing to
do with the freightage at the time we aec-
eepted the tender. The conditions of the
contract specified first that Nevanas must
safisfy fhe Government or the Crown
TLaw Department, the expert officers, thal
they were capable of doing ihe work un-
der their ariicles of association. Nevanas,
hy his legal advisers, had assured the
Government that he had the power. We
were not too sure about him however,
and wanted to be perfectly certain that
we were dealing with the company and
that the company had the power to do the
work, and we made it a condition that he
must satisfy the Crown Law Department
that he had this power,

Mr. Heitmann: It was pretty late to
inquire,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
it was his risk not ours. Before he pro-
ceeded he had to satisfy the Crown Law
Department: bub he was nnable to do so.
Had he wanted any money on the con-
tract other than for the material we
would have turned round and said, “Be-
fore we pay you any money at all you
have to satisfy us on the points raised in
the coniract” He had never approsched
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us in that regard and we had no respon-
sibilities.  The Minister for Works called
upon him to satisfy the Crown Law De-
partment in regard to his power under
the articles of association. There was a
difference of opinion.

My. George: Surely you would not
contend that he should be paid for
material before the eontraect was signed
or’ a bond deposited?

The Minister for Works: The material
was worth very much more than he paid
for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position is this. A lot of the material
brought to Fremantle was corrngated
irou. Between the time when the material
was purchased and its arrival in Western
Australia T venture the opinion that it
had increased in value to about £10 o
ton,

Mr. George: But yon conld not seize
it, if it was vot delivered to you. Where
was your guarantee if you had not got
the eontraet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
only goes to show that the hon, member
will not be fair in regard to this matter.
I have already stated that Nevanas
brought that material to Fremantle, Ne-
vanas was not in a position to pay for
it. He eame to the Government and
said, “‘T have got a lot of material
there which has been bonght cheaply,
and I am prepared to hand it. over to the
Government if they will take it off my
hands.”” He could not pay for it. If we
had not faken it over, firms in Perth
would have rushed it and made an enor-
wmous profit out of it. Consequéntly, I
say that transaction had nothing to do
with the contraet at all. Nevanas had
at Fremantle certain material which was
of value to the State, which it wounld
he an advaniage to the State to have for
other work, quite apart from this under-
taking. Therefore, we said from a busi-
ness point of view to Nevanas, ““You
have certain material, and we are pre-
pared to buy it if the material is good
and the price is right.”’ This bad ne
connection with the Wyndham contract at
ail, Tt'was simply a purchase of material
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which was good and cheap.  Nevanas
could not satisfy the Crown Law Depart-
ment that the articles of assoeiation of
his cowpany permitted him to proceed
with the Wyndham econfract. Again,
he had not put up the bond which he
was called upon to furnish as a guaran-
tee that he would earry out the contract.
Then there were certain details in regard
to the plans, which at that stoge liad not
heen settled, They have heen settled
since. Aeccordingly, those points were
emphasised, and the Minister for Works
began to disenss with Nevanas & Co.
heir negleet in these respects, and hegan
Lo urge them to get along with the con-
tract. Mr. Nevanas tock the attitude
of the (fovernment during these negobia-
tions as an indieation that we did not
want him to go on with the contract, that
as there had been a cerinin amount of
comment to the effect that the contract
shonld not have been let, as we were
pledged to day labour, we would seize
the opportunity of eancelling the con-
tract and making him get ont. We were
not after that at all. All we wanted was
to met the work going, so that we might
have it finished within the tine speecified.
We conveyed to him that all we wanted
was that the contract should be carried
out in accordanee with the conditions
imposed in the interim agreement signed
on the 9th April. After some negotia-
tions it was eventually agreed that he
should withdraw from the matter alto-
gether. He admitted that he could nnt
praceed, that certain dificulties were in
the way; and the Government (hen
agreed thak he eould get out of the con-
tract and that we wonld ourselves take
over the responsibility of the erection of
these works, ‘

Mr. Heitmaun: You lost three or four
tmonths, and in the meanfime yon never
satisfied vourselves that he was finanei-
ally in a position to eavry out the work,

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: That
i5 only half truth.
Mr. Heitmann: Surely before you

negotiate with a man and give him a con-
fract, you would wake him put up a
hond? ’
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The Premier: But Nevanas never got
a contract. _

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
lion. membher again is biassed in regard
to this matter.

Myr. Heitmann:
biassed ?

The MINISTER ¥YOR LANDS: T will
show that, In fact the hon. member’s
very interjection shows that he is
biassed. T have already told the House
that Mr. Nevanas said that certain al-
terations in the plans had affected him.
The Government had only an interim
arreement with him. But when those
difficulties had heen overcome, when the
experts had decided what the plans
should he and what alterations were
necessary, then, having a definite plan
hy which to do the work, the Govern-
ment were on Nevanas to put up a hond.
U'p to that stage we eould not ask the
man to put up a bond in respect of work
for which there was no agreement.

Mr., Heitmann: And vet he was ready
to purchase material.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
was satisfied £o do so.

Mr. Heitmann: He was satisfied that
that he had the contract.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tf is
true that the firm had a contraet——

Mr. Heitmann: Yes; and that you had
no bond.

Hon. J. T. Connolly:
except skeleton plans.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
did not have merely skeleton plans. T
have already told the hon. member that
from the outset we had complete work-
ing drawings and complete working
specifications. The alterations were
merely a double roof, a canopy roof, and
certain verandahs on the sunny side. The
alterations made in the plans were verv
small indeed, but they might have been
large.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Did not you say
a little while ago that you were wating
for detailed plans, and yet you let a con-
tract for-£155,000%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
were waiting for the detailed specifica-
tions of the experts, The experts dif-

Why should I be

He

And no plans
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fered with the Publiec Works Depart-
ment officers in regard to extra strength
of material. However, they said ““You
will get better results by having a can-
opy roof and by building certain ver-
andahs.’” It was those details that we
wanted. We had to get them out, and
we had to estimaie their cost, to be added
to the contract, hefore we gol the con-~
tract signed, so that we might have a com-
plefe understanding with the contractor.
When that had been done, we would eall
upon him to put up a bond and get to
work., In the meantime he was satisfied
that he was going to be paid for any
extras. He was satisfied that if further
conditions were imposed on him, he would

‘be paid in respect of them under the con-

lract. He was satisfied alse that he eould
convinee the Crown Law Department that
he had the power to proceed with the
contract. He was satisfied, f}lrther, that
he could put up the £6,000 deposit. He
was satisfied from his point of view, and
he ronsequently went ahead at the earliest
possihle moment to get his maierial,
knowing full well that the price of
material was going up every day. Tt is
true that he rushed in and gof his
material, becanse he was satisfied in his
own mind that he could earry ouf the
contract. Of the dilfienlties in conneec-
tion with his finaneing I have already
told the House. Those difficullies so up-
set his calenlations that he could not
proceed, and it was at this stage we came
te the conclusion that, having the details
all fixed up and evervthing in readiness,
we should eall apon him to convinee the
Crown Law Department that under his
company’s nrtieles of association he
could deal with the confract; eall upon
him to put up the £6,000 deposit; and
call upon him to go ahead with the work.

My, Male: Why did yon negotiate at
all with a firm whose artieles of associa-
tion would not aliow them to carry out
the work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have already stated that one of the prin-
cipal legal firms of Perth had stated on
behalf of Nevanas & (o. that they had
the power. The Crown Taw Department
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disagreed. To this day I do not know
which is right. We have the two legal
opinions, and 1 suppose we wonld have
to go hefore a Supreme Court judge to
learn which is right. However, the Gov-
ernment sinck to the Crown Law Depart-
ment. We said, “The Crown Law De-
partment have to be satisfied, and if you
cannot salisfy the Crown Law Depart-
ment we are nob prepared to accept any
other legal opinion on the point.”

Mr, Male: Why did you negotiate at
all nntil vou had got that point settled?
It was only waste of lime.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: Even
the hon. member must realise that if the
contractor had gone on, it wounld have
been on his own responsibility, We were
not paying the contractor anything. We
had not advaneed anything in connection
with the coniract, nor had we aceepted
any financial responsihility, We wounld
not accept any responsibility until we
were satisfied on the point I have men-
tioned. As a matter of fact, those points
were specially mentioned in the contract.
The eontract, however, was only an in-
terim agreemeni. Nevanas was prepared
to o on under that interim agreement,
and it was not our concern to know ex-
actly what he was doing on that agree-
ment. Tt was his own responsibility.

Mr. Heitmann: But you have stated
all along that time was the essence of
the confract.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: That
is so.

Mr. Heitmann: And vet wvou allowed
the matter to drag on for three or four
months, without knowing whether the
man was eapable of carrving out the
contract.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: For a
hig eontract of this description, certain
materials had to he obtained; and it was
not a matter of waiting two or three
months to obtain those materials, because
in the meantime certain works were
zoing on. Resides, we had arranged to
continue work a little longer on the jetty,
provided Nevanas aceepted certain re-
sponsibilities. (Consequently, the work
was not delaved while these negotiations
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were goitg on. I am prepared to admit
there was a certain amount of delay, but
that was due 1o our desire to have every-
thing in proper order hefore making any
advanee against the contract.

Mr. Robinson: Why did the Premier
telegraph over asking for an advance of
£12,000 hefore this definite contract was
signed ?

The Premier: 1 did not do anything
of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : In
any case, Nevanas found that owing to
the altered econditions of the wmoney
market he could not make financial ar-
rangements for (he coniraet as he had
espected to do at the time he entered
tote it. Tt was becanse we had his mea-
sure in that regard we vealised he was
not likely to complete his eontract. That
was the first intimation we had of the
likelthood of there being any diffienlty
in regard to that matter.

Mr. B. B. Jolhnston: Mr, Beasley re-
ported that the Government would have
to finanee Nevanas,

Mr. Heitmann : It seems to me
Nevanasg’s financial arrangement was for
the Government to finance him.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
We only fipaneed his material, and I
have already stated why that was done.
The usual thing is 50 per cent., and I
have explained to the House why we went
to the extent of 85 per cent. I have to
point out that we did not do that without
the advice of the deparimental expert
officers. Now in regard to the settlement
At this stage, of course, Nr. Nevanas

admitted that he could not finish the
contract. Then it was necessary for us
to  seflle up with Mr. Nevanas

and wind the matter up so far as
he was eoncerned, and proceed with it in
another form. In rezard to the plans, T
have already stated that we instructed
Nevanas to prepare plns. We instrueted
him lo prepare those plans on a definite
rate of ecommission. That was definite
and distinet,

AMr. George: You had an agreement for
that, T suppose?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
was a definite understanding. It is re-
markable huw members will forget. 1
have already staled that there was a wire
or a letter to that effect. It will very
likely be in the Crown Law Department.

Mr. James Gardiner: There are certain
reeognised fees on whieh an architect pre-
pares plans.

Mr. George: You agreed to pay him?
That is all T ask you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T
have already told the hon. member that
we agreed to poy lhree per ecent., the
archilert’s fec—no more, no less. We
have in our possession definite plans, com-
plete working drawings, of the whole of
the building, details of the machinery,
and complete specifications. We have got
that information, not nnly as regards the
plans originally submitted by Mr. Ne-
vanas, but also as regards the alterations
which have been made. They are only
slight alterations, comparvatively speak-
ing, made sinece the subwmission of the
plans to the experts by the Minister for
Works, Having oot those plans for the
buoilding, and the plans in conneetion
with the water supply, we had to pay
Nevanas three per cent. on the amount
ol the estimated ecost.

Mr, Willmett: Who paid for the criti-
cism of those plans hy experts?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
Government, beeause, naturally, the de-
ficiencies were eclaimed hv the Govern-
ment ofticers, with whom Mr. Wevanas of
course disagreed. The question was then
submitted to the cxperts: and the experts,
by the way, did not agree with the de-
partmental offiecers.  The points in re-
gard to eanopy voof and verandahs had
not been raised by the deparimental offi-
cers, hut by the experts, ontside the eriti-
etsm submilted from Western Austraha.
Nevanas agreed with the expert view re-
earding the eanopy voof and verandahs.
Of course, for that work this State paid
the officers horrawed from the Common-
wealth and the Vietorian Stafe Govern-
ment,

The Minister for Works interjeeted.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T am
informed that we did not pay the experts.

540

I say we should have paid them. They
didd work for the Slate.

Mr. Robinson: Did you consult the
('rown Law Department before entering
into what you call the interim agreement?

The AINISTER IPFOR LANDS: They
prepared that agreement.

Mr. Robinson; ‘They prepared ic?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
It was prepared by DMr, Sayer.

Mr. Robinson: When did the Crown
Solicitor take the point as to the articles
of asseciation?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At
the time of the interim agreement.

Mr. Robinson: At the same stage?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
had, therefore, agreed to pay Nevanas
three per cent. on the plans. We have
got the complete plans, and we have paid
lhe three per cent. On that aceount we
have paid £4,660. Now, T want to dis-
abuse the minds of hon. members if they
have an idea that ihe Government paid
£4,650 tor plans that the Government
never pot, If we had consulted any ex-
pert in Australia for the preparation of
the same plang, we would have had to
pay the same amounf. The amouni that
we paid was three per cent., as agreed;
and that is the amoont whichk we would
have had to pay to anyone else preparing
the plans. Consequently, we gave no
bonus or speeial eonsideration {o Nevanas
& Co. when we paid them £4,650 for the
preparation of those plans.

Mr. Robinson: Are they proper work-
ing plans on which yon can go ahead
with any other contractor? ’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are absolatelv proper complete working
drawings, There are several sheets of
them, and they do eredit to those respon-
sible for their praduction. Then we paid
a snm of £63.890.

Mr. Heitmann: When were these com-
plete plans in the hands of your officers?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Some
time after we got veports from the East-
ern States,

Mr. Heitmann: Which plans
placed hefore vour hoard?

were
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
complete plans. The experts had the
alterations made.

Mr. Heitmann: Did the board not com-
plain of insufficient informalion?

" The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
fore the plans were submitted to the ex-
perts. To-day the expert officers are per-
fectly -satisfied that the plans are com-
plete working drawings. As I was abont
to state, we undertook to pay £63,890 for

* material which Nevanas had ordered.

Mr. George: Was all that stuff orderved?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ves,
and some of il is here. This question of
taking over the material was submilted fo
Mr. Beasley, and he wrote—

In aceordanee with my previons ve-
< port,’ T consider that he has purchased
most favourably, and I estimate that
prices would be inereased by from ten
per cent. to 33 per cent, if the ma.
terials, plant, efe., were purchased as
on the Ist July inst. Approximate the
saving thus effected would be £13,000.

In other words, by taking over this ma-
terial we made a direct saving to the
State on the ‘prices then ruling, a saving
running into some £13,000. We paitd
£4,630 for the plans. Then we took over
this matkerial, and the contracts which
were ‘entered info at the prices at which
he purchased. The matertal ran into
£63,880 and Mr. Beasley, in his report on
the 1st July, stated that that material
would have cost at that particular time
£13,000 more,

Air. James Gardiner: Then youn wil] get
£76.000 for something for which you paid
£63,000%

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS:
Ronghly speaking. we shall get £76,000
for what Nevanas gave £63,000. We
paid a4 commission to Wevanas of £3,194,
and we have to deduet that from the
£13,000 and add the difference to the
£63.000 and hon. members will see exactly
what we paid.

Mr, James Gardiner: Yom are paying
£4,650, and £3,194, and you are getting
as against that a profit of £13,000.

The Premier: The £4,650 has nothingz
to do with the taking over of the material.
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Mr. James Gardiner: Tet us take the
whele lot logether.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: 1
want hon. members to understand this
thoroughly. On the plans we paid £4,650.
We had to do that in any ease. We had
to enter inlo the contrncts for the pur-
chase of materials, and Nevanas had pur-
chaserl material of the value of £53,890.
The Chief Architect poinis out that the
value of ihat midterial on the 1st July was
£13,000 more than Nevanas paid for it,
consequently we are getting £13,000 more
than was given for it at the fime it was
purehased. We pnid Nevanas & Co.
commission onh this, the only amount we
paid them outside services rendered, of
£3194. Hon, members will ask why did
we pay that £3,194. The explanation is,
as I have already told the House, that we
had eniered into arrangemenis to pive
Nevanas the “Sigismund,” and he said he
was entifled 1o commission for having
bought sa favourably. He made a far
bigger elnim, £6,000 or £7,000, but M.
Beasley went into it with him, and the
Minigter for Works was ultimalely able
to eomplete the whole thing, to wipe ont
the ctatm with regard fo the “Sigismund,”
and get the whole of the material and the
use of his time for £3,194, I leave it to
hon, members to ask themselves.whether
the deal was not a very favourable one
from the State point of view, and oune
which refected a great deal of eredit on
those responsible for the negotiations.

Mr. James Gardiner: You made a pro-
fit then on the deal of £9,800.

'The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is exactly the position.

My. Robinson: In that calculation, has
the Chief Arehiteet taken info considera-
tion the valoe of the material at the place
at which Nevanas took it?

The MINTSTER TOR LANDS:
valued it on the invoice prices,

Mr. Robinson: Was it delivered lere?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If it
was delivered here it was op the priee
here. If in Melbourne, it was on the price
in Melhourne,

Myr. Robinson: Had all that material
been ordered or purchased by Nevanas?

He
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The MINISTER FOR TANDS: He
had definite contracts in regard to the ma-
terial.

Mr, Robinson: Has it sinee been deliv-
ered?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Some
has heen delivered, and some will he de-
livered in due eourse. We do not pay
until the material is delivered. WWe have
satisfied ourselves that the contracts have
heen made with reputable firms who will
fulfil them.

Mr. James Gardiner: At those prices?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Some of the material whicl has been
obtained has gone to Wyndham, and to-
day we have a stalf of men working there
and they have made good progress in
regard to the water supply. Tfon, mem-
bers will be pleased to learn that a con-
siderable portion of the pipe line has
alrasdy heen laid, and at the paee at
which we are working we shall go a long
way towards getting this work ready, not
in 1916, but before the season of 1917
hegins,

Mr. Robinson: Have vou started the
freezing works?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have a erushing plant up there, and we
have made arrangements ahout getting
the sand. Of eourse we cannot start mix-
ing until we get the water.

Mr, Robinson Then it is proposed to do
the work departmentally?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: There

is the question now as to whether we’

should enfer inlo negotiations for a con-
tract for the erection of the buildings.
C'artain representations have alveady heen
made by a frm with vast experience in
regard lo reinforced concrete work, and
departmental efficers ave going into it.
T do not (hink that the Minister for
Works has vet any definite information
which he can furnish. We have no ex-
perts in Western Australia in regard to
reinforced concrete works, and if we can
geb experts to underiake it, it will be
belter to enfer into arrangements with
them.  Qur desire is {0 et the best ai
the cheapest rates.

abl

Alr. Robinson : Having got the complete
plans and specifications, why not call for
public tenders?

The Miuister for Works: There is no
one in the State who ean do it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members will agree that it is a speeinl
class of work, which requires special
knowleige, and it will be far better to
enter into negntiations wilh those who
know something about it than te eall
tenders publicly and take the risk of
some one coming along and making a mess
of it.

Mr, Rabinson: Yon eonld compel them
to complete the works. If the plans and
specifications are aceurate, the works will
lave to be handed over in Tunning order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
we must have experts to carry out an
undertaking of this kind. Then again,
hon. members must agree that we wang
to met the very best up there, I is a
very difficult place to operate, and we
want to he careful how the building is
consirueted. We have no one in the ser-
vice at the present time who is exper-
ienced in the laying ont and general work-
ing of np-to-date freezing works.

Mr. Robinsotn: The people with whom
vou ure now negotiating may be estima-
Lle, but if you ecall for tenders some other
estimable people may come along.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government will take the responsibility.
The point T want to make is whether
the departruent should go on with the
works and complete them. We have had a
little bit of a set-back, T am prepared to
admit, but we are as enthusiastic as ever
in getting the work done at the earliest
possible moment, and the speedy comple-
tion of the undertaking will he for the
benefit of the State and the Fmpire.

Mr. Robinsen: Assuming the works are
campleted by the end of the year, will
yau have the stock?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: 1
have already pointed ont that we have
made exhaustive inquiries. We have an
officer now going through the East Kim-
berleys reporting as to whether the Tast
Kimberley pastoralists are prepared to
wive their stock to us under a guarantee
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that we will treat it at Wyndham, We
are convinced from all thte evidence ve-
ceived that there is ample stock in HEast
Kimberley to keep these works fully
employed. Again, we have there n tre-
mendous extent of pastoral country un-
oceupied, and this is being taken up in
anticipation of the works. When the
works are erected there will be a very
big increase of the pastoral country in
the IKimberleys. One other point I
ought to explain, of whiech a good deal
has beer made. I refer to a letter put
in by Nevanas and Coy. stating that I
accepted the fender on 20th Marveh, and
that owing to the acceptance of that
tender he had purchased eevtain ma-
terial. The letter states that I accepted
the tender 14 days before Cabinet gave
consideration to it, but the letter show-
ing that I had accepted the tender has
not been produced. Mr. Nevanas aceuses
me of accepting the tender on 26ih
Mareh, Actually on 27th March I wrote
to the board pointing out that Cabinet
bad decided not to eonsider the tender
nntil the Premier returned. So I could
not possibly have accepted the tender
on the date pamed. But the insinuation
right throngh is that Jobnson aecepted
the tender on 26th Mareh, and becanse
af his acceptance, Nevanas hought cer-
tain material, in consequence of which
Cabinet was absolutely forced to accept
the tender on 9th April. In other
words, that they were compelled to en-
dorse what I had done on 26th March.
To show that that is not the position, I
may say that on 26th June Nevanas
wrote to the Minister for Works as fol-
lows—

Referring to our interview with you
yesterday, as we pointed out to you in
view of the questions which have been
raised as to the validity or otherwise
of the contract contained in our ten-
der of 26th March, and the aceeptance
by the Minister for Lands and Agri-
culture on Sth April—

Previously they said that 1 had aceepted
it on 26th Mareh, but on 26th June they
wrote referring to the aceeptance by the
Minister for Lands and Agriculture on
9th April. The letter continnes—

[ASSEMBLY.]

which has Dbeen entered into by the

Government with us, we have come to

the conelusion that the Government

itself is desirous of undertaking the

construetion of the whole of the works

at  Wyndham and for that reason

wishes ns to cancel the above contraet,
[ have read this to show that in that
letter of the 26th June they told the
Minister for Works that T had aceepted
the tender on 9th April. Then they con-
tinue—

You will appreciate our position
when we point out that as soon as our
tender was accepted it was necessary
that orders for material, plant, and
machinery should be placed, as it is
well known that the market was rising.

Some explanation is required in regard
to that letter. I do not believe that Ne-
vanas and Coy. would wilfully put in a
letter of that deseription for dishonest
purposes. There has been some mis-
understanding. T say definitely and dis-
tinetly that I did not aceept the tender
on that date.

Mr, George: Did you have those lct-
ters?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Mr, Willmott: You must have done it
on {he date vow had the political truee
with me.

The MINTSTER TFOR LANDS: 1
think this is what happened: On 25th
Maveh Nevanas submitted the tender.
On the 27th it was sent to the beard, and
the board recommended its aceeptance.
Nevanas evidently ascertained that the
board had recommended its acceptance
and, antieipating that the Cabinet was
going to accept, he wrote that letfer.
But Cabinet did not aceepl, and conse-
quently the letter was never sent, When
subsequently, the tender was aceepted,
Nevanas was duly notified. Then, for
some reason, he produces that letter and
declares it had been sent to me, forget-
ting, evidently, that it had never been
sent at all. That is my opinion of how
the thing has been misunderstood. Llis
memory served him badly, and when he
sent in that letter be was of opinion
that it had been sent to me, althongh, as
a matter of fact, it never was,
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Alr. George: At all evenis you never
received it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Abso-
lotely no, and there was no aceeptance
of the tender. There is no other point to
clear up. T have tried to go into a lot of
detail in order that hon. members should
thovoughly understand exactly why we
rushed this contract, what was influene-
ing us in doing so, how we finally set-
tled it, and what responsibility the State
has tuken in regard to it. All the eriti-
cism was started in the first place be-
cause Opposition members were of opin-
ion that we had cancelled the contraet
in consequence of the Trades Hall or
Labour organisations adversely criticising
us for having entered into a contract.
They have sinee found that that was
wrong, and still we are being eriticised
by members of the Opposition, notwith-
standing that they favour contraet work.
I ecould understand the eriticism coming
from this side, seeing that it is not in
accordance with the generally accepted
policy of the Government to accept con-
tracts, but I cannot understand the criti-
cism from the Opposition, particalarly
when they know that we were struggi-
ing to get the work dene at the carliest
pussible moment, and were in a fair
way of getting it done for £50.000 less
than the estimated cost prepared by the
deparimental officers. Tnstead of being
criticised for our aclivity we ought to be
commended for it. All the negotiations
were carried out most suceessfully. The
Crown Law officers were in econslant
attendance throughout the negotiations in
regard as well to the letting of the econ-
traet as to its eancellation. The depart-
mental officers knew exactly what was
wgoing on. We had the best advice and we
went straight ahead, with the one fixed
determination to get the work done at the
earliest possible moment and on the
cheapest terms. It is because of this that
we are being criticised. If we had rve-
fused fo accept the tender, the erificism
we are getting from the Qpposition would
have been comprehensible and the jour-
ualistic bloodhound writing in the col-
umns of the West Australian could have
waxed still more eloguent, If he could
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write five ¢columns because we accepted a
tender showing a saving of £50,000, what
could he not have written if T had ne-
glected to recommend its aceeptance fo
the Government? The eriticism of the
Press is decidedly and distinetly unfair.
The published report is not a full report
of the file, and I regret very much that
the member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
George) did not quote more fully from
the file than he chose to do. I sincerely
regret from the Kimberley, the State and
the Empire points of view that we were
not more suceessful in our honest effort
to do the best for” our country and the
Empire. The Premier wishes me to an-
nounce that the Glovernment are prepared
to grant the select committee. But I
veniure to say that hon. members should
look closely into the matter and ask
whether the country ought to be put to
the expense of this investigation, in view
of the faci ihail the whole of the defails
have been recited {fo-night, as will be
horne out by an unprejudiced perusal of
the files.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [92.55]:
‘While admifting that considerable light
has been thrown on this question by the
Minister, I am still of opinion that a
select committee ought to be appointed
to go fully into the matter. The file on
the Table is nndoubtedly a skeleton file.
Several matters have been cleared up by
the Minister, but, considering the incom-
pleteness of that file, in justice to the
Government it i only right that a select
committee should be appointed to thor-
oughly investigate the matter and peruse
those other files that have been mentioned
by the Minister.

The Minister for Works: That is the
only file dealing with the contract for the
building.

Mr. WILLMOTT: But other files will
throw other light on the question. After
a perusal of the file—I did not read the
leader in the TWest Australian, because 1
wanted to go info this with an unbiassed
mind—1I ecame to the conclusion that the
file showed us too much or too little, ac-
cording to the way we wished to read it.
If T wished to condemn the Government
on ihe file T could do so, while, if T wished
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to applaud them, then, by ignoring cer-
tain matters on the file, I could appland.
That was the conclusion I arrived at.

Mr. Munsie: If you wanted to take the
lot into eonsidération you would say they
had mot doné too badly after all.

Mr. WILLMOTT: If I wanted io
take 'the' lot into consideration I would
régnire ‘& lot more information than the
file gives, I do not wish to prejudge the
Gévernmént in régard to this contraet.
T wigh td judge them on the report of the
skldet committee whith I hope will be ap-
pointed, ‘ ‘

'I"Hlé Attorney General: On the evidence
taken'by the select committee, not on its
report. " '

‘Mr. WILLMOTT: I have too much
faith in hon. members to think that any
of them would endeavour to bring in a
hiassed report. )

The Attorney General: They may do
s0 without being conscious of it.

Mr, WILLMOTT: I hope they will not
lose consciousness to that extent. About
the general principle involved there ean
be no two opimions. Seeret contracts or
agreements should be avoided. Any Gov-
ernmeht which indulges in such things
must expect to be eriticised. “They may
have doné so in the interests of the State;
they iy prove conelusively that the
contractwas entered into in the best in-
terests of thé State, but uatil that is eon-
clusively proved they must expect to be
criticised, fairly eriticised but criticised.
It strikes me that there are three ques-
tions wliich mnst be answered by the find-
ing of the sele¢t commitise. Firsily, did
the Government enter into this contract
with a view of honestly saving State
miohey ‘and getting these ‘works erected
in the quickest possible time? Secordly—
and this is the point which I tlink the
while of the State is anxious to be thor-
otighly convineed upon—has the action
of ‘the Government been absolutely tlean
in thig matter? Thirdly what loss, if any,
has the State made over this traunsaction
from beginning to end? According to the
figures' given by the Minister for Lands
to-night and worked out in my own way
the State has saved £5,000.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. McDowali: You are putting in the
£4,000 for plans.

Mr. WILLMOTE: If that amount has
been paid for plans, why not?

Mr. McDowall: They are wanted, any-
how.

Mr, WILLMOTT: I have wy own way
of arviving ot these fizures, They might
not suit the hon. member for fgures, T
was going to term lhim,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
member for Coolgardie.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T beg parden, I
should have said Coolgardie. If lhe an-
swer in every ease is “No,” well and
zood. T would like to ask the Govern-
ment why il is that this information had
to he dragged out of ihem.

The Attorney General: Nonsense!

Mr, WILLMOTT: Would not it have
been better to have come here and volun-
tarily produead this information?

Mr. George: That is what we want.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Tt would have ob-
viated all this criticism.

The Minister for Works: I offered to
let members see the file and only one
member came along.

The Attorney General :

The hon.

Anyone ean

sea it.
Mr. WILLMOTT: Any unbisssed
man must admit that this would have

heen the proper comse to adopt.
The Attorney General: You want us
to shovel every file into the Chamber.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Not at all. T know
from wy experience of the service and
the way one paper gets on one file and
another paper on another file that the
Table of this House conld not hold all
the files eonnecled with (his matter,

The Attorhey General: We have a file
but do not know that you want to see it.

Mr, WITLLMOTT : All the more reason
why there shounld be a select committee
to inquive into this matter,

The Atiorney General: There is no
ohjection to the appointment of a seleet
committee.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T am glad to hear
that because it indieates that the Govern-
ment do not fear ihe finding of such a
commitiee and that they have nothing to
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hide,
ease.
The Premier: The Opposition knew
before the motion was moved that we had
agreed to a select committee.
Mr, WILLMOTT: I did not know.
The Premier: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and the Whip knew it.
Mr. George: If I had known it T would
not have moved the motion at such length.
Hon, H. B. Lefroy: I did not know it.

The Premier; You should have known;
the information was sent over.

Mr, WILLMOTT: In spite of every-
thing which has been said by the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington and the Min-
isler for Lands, T am not satisfied in my
own mind, and T want to know exactly
how this matter has affecled the finances
of the State. For this reason I hope a
select committee will thoroughly investi-
gate the matter and probe it to the bot-
tom so that the people of the State may
know that the Government of the present
day are doing their duty and that the
whole of the transactions in connection
with the Nevanas contract are clean.
That is the whole point.

“Mr. Munsie: If the newspapers pub-
lished the speech of the Minister to-night,
the publie would be thoroughly satisfied.

Hon. J. MITCHELL  (Northam)
{10.5]: The thanks of the community
are duc to the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr, George)

The Premier: Hear, hear, and duly re-
corded.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
West Australian,

The Premier: Oh!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber put his case in a very moderate
fashion. There has heen no suggestion
of anything but mismanagement and 1
think we are entitled to suggest mis-
management. On the part of the West
Awustralien, there has been absolute fair-
ness. The position has heen so fairly
stated that it hardly needs to be stated
here further, and I regret that the Min-
ister for Lands thought At to make an
nnfair and unwarranied agtack upon an
officer of that paper who eannot reply

1 hope this will prove to be the

And to the
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here.  Why did the Minister object to
publicity in regard to the mattery When
the papers were asked for, they were
produced by the Premier. The Minister
for Lands was absent and does not know
what happened, There was no motion.
If there had been a wmotion for the
papers, I venture to say we could have
complained about the state of the file.
As there was no motion, we were bound
to aeccept the file as comprising all the
papers in connection with the transac-
tion.

The Minister for Works: It is all there.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We believe that
all the papers necessary are not on that
file. We know Lhat the numbers of the
pages have heen altered and that about
30 pages have been taken out. I admit
that it might be advisable on ocecasions to
remove papers from a file but when a
Minister does so he ought to put in some-
thing to explain to the member inguiring
what has been done.

The Minister for TWorks: I removed
none from the file until the time that
Mr. Nevanas left the State. T have added
te it but have removed none from it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I am not aceus-
ing the Minister for Works,

"The Attorney General: Are yon aceus-
ing any other Minister.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am not aecus-
img any other Minister but it is guite
obvicus that all fhe papers which were
on the file are not there now,

The Attorney General: All that ever
were on the file are there now.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then the file
must have been very carelessly put to-
zether.  The file was first numbered by
a machine and the figures were then
strmek out and pencil ones substituted.

The Minister for Works: No, the
machine figures were put over the pencil
ones,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Not at all, I
think the reply of the Minmister for Lands
shows that the member for Murray-
Wellington was fully justified in all he
said. Tt is most unfortunate that we are
ealled npon to discuss a -question of this
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kind, This is one of those ungly acts of
government indulged in so often by the
present Ministry” There have been secret
agreemenis on seeret agreements; one
thing has led to another; they have gone
step by step on the downward path and
now know the result of it. If the Min-
isier for Works had not been supporting
fhe Government he would have had a
great deal to say on the subject. I have
hefore me Hansard of 1909. The Min-
ister will remember that he was in op-
position in that year and that he waxed
indignant because a man named Berteanx
was paid £100 for sinking a shaft,

Mr. Foley: He was paid £100 for
duing nothing.

The Minister for Works: Can you find
a line I ever spoke on that?

Hon, 1. MITCHELL: No, T mean the
lale Minister for Works, the present Min-
ister for Lands. The then Minister for
Mines had agreed to make an advance of
T think £2 10s. a foot for sinking a shaft
to a man named Bertecaux. Some officer
of the department made a mistake of 43
feet in the measurement, and it was
thought hy members then in Opposition
that the paymeni of £100 was sufficient
to justify a no-confidence motion in the
ex-Minister for Mines, Mr. Gregory. The
no-ronfidence motion was moved by the
then leader of the Opposition, Mr. Bath,
The present Minister for Lands, in dis-
cussing the motion, referred to the faet
that the then Minister for Mines had
acted without consulting his officials,
pointed out amendments of the Mining
Act which had been passed, and then
quoted the West Australian as support-
ing his contention that Ministers shonld
not act without first consulting the de-
partmental officials. Now we find that
{he Minister, returned to office, does not
consult the departmental officials.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, in every
detail,

Hon. J. MITCHELT:: Not he; he in-
structed the present Minister for Works
not to pay any regard to the representa-
tions of the departmental officers, There
is & most interesting letter on the file, a
partion of which reads—

1 have locked through Lhe points
raised by the different officers, and my
opinion is that they have gone to the
uimost extremes in trying to build up
the costs of these works, and I do not
want them to be taken very seriously.
All we require is a guarantee that the
works, as designed, are capable of
earrying ount the purpose for which
they were erected, or if alterations are
necessary fhtat they be kept down to a
minimam. You will observe that Mr.
Hardwick has commented generally on
the lay-out of the buildings in addition
to other points raised but of ecourse
the general lay-out has been adopted,
and unless the contractor thinks the
eomments of Mr, Hardwick are worthy
of consideration there is no need for
this part of his report to be investi-
paled further,

This is the Minister who in 1909 slated
the then Minister for Mines for having
acted without consulting his officers, If
the hour were not so late it would afford
me pleasure to read what he said on that
oceagion.  The present Treasurer said—-

As pointed out by the member for
Guildford, the Minister is in the posi-
tion of a trnstee of public funds, and
he is responsible for the proper ex-
penditure of that money.

The Attorney General who, in opposition.
was particularly active, made a very
eloquent speech in denunciation of the
then Minister. He said-—

T ecannot understand that this mat-
ter should be treated lightly and
glossed over. The issue of Parliament-
ary Government is at stake, and we
might as well shut up Parliament and
let Ministers do as they like if we are
to folerate this kind of thing and allow
them to tell us what they please, be-
canse the House has been, as I am
warranted in saying, misled by a Min-
ister of the Crown. It does not do to
apologise by saying there are those on
the other side who should have taken
steps sooner. Tt is no excuse that the
member for Boulder was not always
at the Minister's elbow to remind him
that he might do more . . . . What



[1 SepreasER, 1915.]

are the Ministers in office for but to
fulfil the whole of the dulies placed
upon them when ihey take charge of
a portfolio. Tf every member of this
House were to go to sleep and forget
every vestige of his duty, the Ministers
must keep awake. Minislers must be
deserving of trust.  Are they to be
dogged at the heels by members in or-
der to get common honesty from them,
for that is what it means if we have noi
descended in politiecs (o the lowest
stage of depravity and degradation.
1 do not propose to discuss the maticr
at any great length. Hon, members may
go to their curd roums or their hilhard
tables, wherever they choose, but we shall
have an opportunity when the select com-
mittee reports of moving another motjon.
1 hope it will be a motion that will make
even the Premier feel a little more serious
1 regard to this matter., The other day,
when the Premier dealt wilh this question,
as usual he attacked the previons Liberal
Administration, He said we were pre-
jrared {o advance a sum of money to some
persons—he did not knew whom—and
having advanced this money that we were
pregared to let them do as they liked in
connection with this great question in the
Kimberley district. He must know that
we merely made an offer that we would
advanee pound for pound agamst the
erection of the works, subject to certain
conditions which would protect the small
man. The Premier knows that full well,
and knew it at the time he made the state-
ment the other night. ¥et, he had the
andacity te make the statement that we
were prepared to give a large sum of
money in order thag certain people might
have absolute control over the eapital
produced in the North-West, It is, of
course, not a fact. What we did do was
to offer to make advanees under cerfain
conditions which would be entively fav-
ourable to everybody. The Minister for
Eands has discussed the file to-night, but
he has not given us the information that
hie might have given ns. He has told us
that it 18 uswal to dizcuss matters of this
important nature in Cabinet, withount first
preparing a Cabinet minute. So far as
my experience goes it is usual to discuss
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proposals in Cabinet before the Minister
himself gets down to finality, or suffie-
igntly near it to get definite Cabinet ap-
proval. But never in my life have I heard
of Cabinet discassing a matter without
tirst having a definite proposal before it.
We have got to remember that there were
ho plans in existence as supplied by
Nevanas, on the 9th April, I think it is
some litile time later in June that the
Sulicitor General refers to the faet that
pluns and specifications are still not pre-
pared. Yet the Minister says that Le
went to Cabinet with a proposal some
time in April, and that Cabinet approved.
We know from-the file that Cabinet is
supposed to have approved on the 9th on
a minute written on the 15th. The Min-
istar dees not deny that it was written
on the 15th. FHis explanation in regard
to this malter cannot be aceepted by any-
one who has had any experience of the
methods ermaployed by Cabinet. It may
he that the Jinister bimself and probably
the Premier knew of the propesal. It is
quite possible that no other member of
Cabinet did know, IE T read anything
into the file T read that all that happened
was known (o the Premier and the present
Minisier for Lands, and that little in-
deed was known by their colleagues. 1t
s perfectly evident that the present Min-
ister for Works did not know what had
happened in his absence in Melbourne,
or lhat a definite contraet had been signed
by Nevanns, "The present Minister for
Works refers to this as an interim agree-
ment. In a weak moment he did this and
the term has bheen seized upon by the
Ainister for Lands. There never was an
interim agreement; there was a definite
agreement to build works at Wyndham
and the agreement was made before the
plans were completed. Nevanas was en-
gaged by the Government to do this work.
So far as we know Nevanas was a meat
dealer. 1t was proposed to take his ad-
vice on engineertng rather than that of
the highly-paid and capable Governmeut
officer, the Engineer-in-Chief. When it
comes to the question of freezing works
and abattoirs, the controller of abattoirs
is not consulted. The advice of Nevanas
was to be followed. Again, when it came
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to a question of legal advice Mr. Sayer
was not'in it with Mr, Nevanas. It seems
to me that Nevanas had a commission to
build these ‘works, and in doing so eould
do just what he ple‘lsed The Minister
says there waé no contraet, but we are
told that Nevanas sublet the contract.

Mr. James Gardiner: Do you want a
select cormittee ¥ '

Hon J. MITCHELL: We are told
that Nevanas sublet the contraet.

Mr, Jameq Gardlner If you want a
selept commlttee why do youn desire to
pre]udge the case here?

Hptn‘ I M;[TCH]%}LL We are told that
Nevanas-

Mr. James Gardiner:
select ‘cominittee——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Heon. J. MITCHELL: Will the hon.
member keep quiet. We are’ told that
Nevarfas sublet this contract and that he
subl,ét it for £18,000 less than the priec
which' was to be paid by the Government.
If that is' so I ‘think the principle
that {enders should lﬁrsst be ealled has
been well éstablished. If sufficient plans
had b en ‘prepared and tenders invited,
we shmﬂd certamly have got our work
done ver}' much cheaper

Mr, James ‘Gardiner: Will yon answer
my quesflon?

Hon. J. MITCHELL.: Tt is not for the
hon. memher to decide what we shall do.
We have a perfecf, right to discuss the
matter even if we are to have a select
committee.

Mr. James Gardiner: If you want =
seleet committee why do you prejudge
the case? Let us have a select committee
and be done with it.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: Lei the hon.
member mind his own business.

Mr. James Gardiner: It is utterly im-
possible with you.,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the hon. mem-
ber has finished T will proceed. We are
to have a select committee.

Mr. James Gardiner: Then let them
judge' it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: That select com-
mittee will not he allowed to judge it. We
shall judge it on the evidenee produced

It you want a
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to the sclect committee. 1f the member
for Trwin (Mr, James Gardiner) knows
anything he knows that if the select com-
mittee is appointed, three hon. members
will be taken from the other side of tlhe
House and fwo from this side. He knows
that we shall get the evidence and the re-
port, and that if we care to move when
we get the report of the evidenee, it will
be open for us to do se. In the mean-
time, we can discuss the mafters affect-
ing the contract., I suppose the discus-
sion may even have a helpful influence
upon the select commitice. YWe shall have
I suppose, five members as wise as the
hon, member for Irwin, The Minister
for Works, the present Minister for
Lands, beeaine very acfive on the 9th
April. By interjection I pointed out in
him that he advised on the Bth April
that the contraet had been let, This is an
important point, I think, in connection
with this matier. All aiong the officers of
the department, those men in whom the
Minister has so little confidence, advised
caution. Mr. Sayer on the 31st Mareh
said that too mueh eare could not be ex-
ereised in specifying precisely what the
contractor was required to do. The con-
tractor was never required to do more,
according to the Minister, than provide
works capable of killimg and freezing
beasts.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then the file, as
we read it, refers fo an agreement to
manage the works., I asked if there were
more agreements in existence and the
Minister said no. T should like to know
if this matter will be inguired into,
namely whether Nevanas was ever engaged
to manage the works at Wyndham. The
Minister for Works referred to the
Tender Board. When the Minister had
got tangled up in this business, which
had been going on for some 12 months,
he sent (he file fo the Tender Board.
Thig board wonld not commit themselves
and would not help the Government to
get out of the tangle they were in. The
plan was then submitted to a speeial
hoard and the same thing happened. The
special board was appointed to inquire
into the plans which, however, did not
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then exist in a complete form. They
were given 24 honrs to report hut the re-
port was not satistactory. Another 24
hours wag given to them to consider the
matter and they reported that the Min-
ister might accept the tender.

Mr. O’Loghlen: If vou were tried you
would get seven days, not 24 hours,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am quite sure
the hon. member who made the interjec-
tion has deserved it many a time without

getting it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: None of us get what
we deserve. At all events we do not de-
serve this,

Hon. J. MITCIIELL: As Iate as the
14th June the Seolicitor General says the
plans do not exist. Yet we are told to-
night that the plans were in cxistence in
complete form on the 9th April. We do
know that Nevanas has done very well
out of this job. 1le has drawn some-
thing like £9,000 from the Government
and the Government in exchange for that
have got plans of the hnildings, and
plans of the waler scheme which they
propose to aller. They have also got a
report which advocates action under cer-
tain conditions.

The Premier: The plans must be kept
in a private drawer somewhere: I have
never seen them.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: It is strange,
in connection with the jetty contract,
that Nevanas never supplied either plans
or tender. He was told to go north and
take material and plant and wmen, and so
on. He was told to prepare for the
works and the Covernment undertook
to pay him his out of pocket expenses,
and in addition pay him for the plans
and specifications and for his tender.
Was anything more extraordinary ever
undertaken by a Government than this
contract for a jetty? There is nothing
to show that any engineer accompanied
Nevanas, or that he knew anything about
cngineering. Apparently he knew some-
thing about reinforced concrete, and
therefore was given authority not only
to prepare plans but to build the jetty.
T should like to refev to the matter of
the steamship service. How was it that
this hoat—the N2-—was handed over to
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Nevanas? Tt is yuite clear that the ex-
planation of the Minister could have been
made more explieit.

The Premier: You did not hear it;
you were asleep. _

Hon. J. MITCHELL; T heard that the
Premier had missed this ghanee of sell-
ing the “Weslern Australia.” This boat
was apparenfly lofmed to the Premier
hy the Federal Gov ernment w1thout pay-
ment, un]ess it Le the doc]-.mg charer
for the purpose &f trading in the Norgh-
West. ., I suppose if he had.been allowed
to 1ake up the mhterials Nevanas would
have rn jin competilion with the eatile
trade on the Premier’s beats. .I think
that the memhey for Mouni Margarct
when he moved his motion did quite the
right thing,.

Hon, J. D. Connolly:
move if. o

~Hon, J. MITCHELL: He did tbe right
thing when he gave notice of moiion. He
did the wrong thing when he withdrew.
i can quile understand that the hon. mem-
her withdrew under pressure.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is a lie,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon,
member must withdraw.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The statement is ab-
solutely incorreet, and the hon, member
knows it.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
will rise in his place and withdraw.

But he did not

Mr. O’Loghlen: T withdraw the re-
mark.
Mr, SPEAXER: The hon. member

will make no further remark.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T cannot under-
stand why the member for Mount Mar-
gavet withdrew his motion unless pres-
sure was brought to bear on him by some-
one, T do not suggest pressure was
brought to bear on him by the member
for Forrest {Mr. O’Loghlen).

Mr. O’Loghlen: What do von infer?
By whom was pressure brought to bear?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The member for
Mount Margaret did withdraw his mo-
tion, and in withdrawing it he occasioned
very considerable disappointment. If
the hon. member had withdrawn only
with a provise that ultimately he would
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move a motion for the purpose of deal-
ing with the officer or the Minister re-
sponsible for the bungling that has oc-
eurred in c¢onnection with this matter,
one could understand it. Knowing the
hon. member as I do, I was indeed sur-
prised when he backed down. There have
been many propositions and many agree-
ments similar to the one which forms the
subject of this motion, and I am not sure
that we ought net to amend the motion
of the member for Murray-Wellington by
instrocting the select committee fo inguire
into many other contrpets, such as the
powellising and the milling contraects.
However, I sappose this one matter will
be sufficient for any ordinary commities
if they are to report before the House
prorogues. I understand {be Premier is
going away to lhe Eastern States in a
very few days, of course on important
public business; but at any rate I hope
that the committee will report before the
prorogation, because unless they do the
matter will be left in a very unsatisfae-
tory state. I do not know how long the
session is to last, bul there are signs that
it will not last very'long. The commiltee,
if to be appointed at all, should be ap-
pointed at once, and should get to work
at once. If possible, the committee shonld
sit in the open. If possible, the com-
mittee should fake evidence on oath. 1
do not know whether the House can order
that point, or whether it is & matter for
the committee. I would like to point out
that officials giving evidence should he
protected. I think the committee might
reasonably ask this. I wonder if the
Premier would agree to have the com-
mittee sifting in the open, and agree that
evidence given by public officials be given
on oath., I am indeed glad that the Min-
istry have agreed to the appointment of
the committee. Ministers must expect to
be eriticised. They exercise to the full
their right to eriticise other people. Yet
they resent the slightest eriticism, and
their supporters resent the slightest
criticism. If we criticise, they say,
“What right have you to disenss the
matter at all? We are going to
give you a select committee.” How-
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ever, we have a perfect right to eriti-
eise.  Hon. members opposite exereised
their right to the fullest cxtent when we
were in office. No one who saw the Pre-
mier sitling here but must have admired
the manner in which be dealt with the
acts of (hose who were then on the I'rea-
sury beneh, He never spared bimself.
He never said, “l am going out, I will
leave you to it.” He did his duty, and
I propose as far as 1 am able to do my
duty. I should be very pleased if the
member for Irwin (Mr, James Gardiner)
could be persuaded that it was his duoty
to diseuss this guestion. It is no wnim-
portant maitler. Tt is a question involv-
ing lhe espenditure of £155,000. Every
detail in conneection’ with the work up to
date has been bungled. Nothing has
heen done that we are not inclined to take
exception to. And yet hon. members say,
“Wait for a select committee.,” I will
wait for a seleet commiftee. T am per-
fectly willing to wait. If the seleet com-
milfee's report is such as T expeet it will
be, I shall have something more to say in
regard to the matter,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY {Moore) [10.35]:
The member for Murray-Wellington has
asked the House to agree to a select com-
mittee. He moved his molion, he mar-
shalled his facls, and he drew his infer-
enees, with no inconsiderable skill. The
Minister for I.ands has replied at great
length., The (Government have agreed to
the appointiment of the select committes,
It appears to me that onder the eirenm-
stanees the House should be prepared to
aceepk at once the Ministerial approval
of the motion. Fuarther, it appears to me
that if we discuss the matter now here,
there will be no work for the select
committee to do at all. Personally, I do
not think it is right that after the Gov-
ernment have agreed to a select committee
we should proceed to judge the case our-
selves,

Mr. James Gardiner: There is such a
thing as British fairplay.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I think that
althongh we may be political opponents,
as far as T am concerned T shall endea-
vonr to see that from this side of the
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House there 15, at any rale, a cerfain
measure of conrtesy extended to those op-
posite. In my long experience of PPar-
liamentary life, I have always under-
gtood that when the Government had
agreed to the appointment of a select
committee, the matter was then for the
time being done with. The object of the
motion of the member for Murray-Wel-
lington has so far been accomplished,
and, in view of that. T am sure the hon.
member himself wiil agree that he does
not desire any furlher discussion to take
plaee at the present time. T trust that,
the Government having agreed to the ap-
pointment of the seleet committee, that
committee’s work will be not only useful
to the House but satisfactory to the coun-
fry at large. Having read the select com-
nittee’s report and the evidence, the
House will be able to judge the question
on the merits whieh will then be placed
before us. For my part I hope—and T
am sure hon. mewmbers on this side will
foilow me in this respeet—that the debaie
will now close as soon as possible, and
that we will proceed fo appoint the select
commititeec which this House desires and
which the Government have approved.

An  ineident—Press representative es-
cluded from the Gollery.

The PREMIER {Hon. .J. Secaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [10.37]: T do not
propose to dizeuss the motion before the
Chamber further than to say that I per-
sonallv—and T think every member of
this House, and in partienlar my col-
leagues, will join me in this—appreciate
the few remarks made by the depuiy
leader ot the Opposition.  They were
fair. and, 1bove everything. they sounded
a hich p~neiple : and, in the ecircum-
stances, iy my position as leader of the
Honse T ppreciate them very much as
coming from the deputy leader of the
Opposition.  There is one matter which
T feel in duty bound. thonzh wilh great
regret. to bring under your notiee, Mr.
Speaker. While the Minister for Lands
wns addressing himself to this question.
a note was handed down from the Press
zallery and hronght to me by a messen-
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ger, logether with an instruction that I
was to deliver the note to Mr. Johnson
when he had finished his speech. T opened
the note for the purpose of seeing what
it eoutained, and T found it contained the
following :—

W, D. Jolnson. You doubly miser-

able cur and liar. J. C. Morrison.

I think this is a malter which T am in
duty honnd to hring under your nolice,
Sir, as Speaker of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER [10.39]: The note
which ‘was sent down from the Press gal-
lery, and which the Premier has brought
under the noliee of the Tlouse. is, in my
opinion, decidedly improper and offen-
sive; and, coming from the source from
which it did, and being directed to a
member of this House, it deserves the at-
tention of all hon, membhers, As Speaker
T have the power to deal with the
writer of the note, who occupies a posi-
tion in tlie Press gallery not by any in-
herent right, not becavse of any Press
privilege, but by permission of the
Speaker. I could order bis expulsion from
the Press gallery; but, since the offence
is also a breach of the Parliamentary
Privileges Act, I prefer that this House
shall take action. I eonsider it a most
insulting reference to be made to any
member, and T think the House onglt to
he unanimons in a matter of this kind.
T invite the House to take whatever course
it thinks proper and necessary. Tlhis
heing a matter of special importance, I
ask fhe Honse to decide it. T want to
nuole a reference from the Parliamentary
Privileges Act as applied to this partieun-
lar offence, The House is empowered
to punish as for contempt any per-
son “assaunlting, obstructing, or insult-
ing any member in his coming to our
zoing from the Iouse, or on account of
his behaviour in Parliament.” Appar-
enlly this reference from a membher of
the Press to the Minister for Lands is the
result of some remarks which the Minis-
ter made in the Honse and the person
who wrote the note is guilty of contempt.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Rrown Hill-Tvanhoe) [10.41]: I move—

That the writer of the offensive note,

J. C. Morrison, is guilty of contempt
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and that he be excluded from the Press
gallery wntil he withdraws the offen-
sive remarks and apologises to this
Mouse and to the Minister,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [10.42]
I second the motion.
Question passed.

Debate resumed.

Mr. GEORGE (Mwray-Wellington)
(10.43]: I have lisuvned with greaf plea-
sure to the remarks of the Minister for
Lands. I do not propose to traverse them
because I should have Lo express an
opinion whieh 1 am desirous of not form-
ing until I have all the evidence before
me, The Government having agreed to
the appointment of a select committee,
my ohjeet has been attained, and I hope
the labours of that committee will result
in the clearing up, if there is any clear-
ing up to be done, of (his maiter.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
[10.45]: Before the motion is puf 1

would like to say a few words. Like
everyone else in the House T was pleased
o hear the remarks of the deputy leader
of the Opposition. If we are going to
have select committees it is an nnwise
thing for us to prejudge anything that
is to be brought before such commitiees.
I do hepe this select committee will not
seak for the littleness in this thing, that
they will honestly try to see that the Gov-
ernment were actnated by a desire to
save the counfry £30,000. One must ad-
mit that they were placed in a peculiar
position. If they had nol accepted this
tender I venture to say that the very
peopic who are rushing round saying
fhere is somethiny wrong in the Govern-
ment accepting it would liave heen the
first to have said—*You had a contract
For £50,000 less than your oflicers’ esti-
mate and you were not prepared fo ac-
cept it.”

Hon. .. D. Connolly, T thought you
said we shounld not prejudge the matter.

Mr, JAMES GARDINER: I am not
sayinz anything abont prejudging this,
and when T have so small an outlook as
the member for Perth, I will not continue
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to remain a rember of this House.
Another reason why 1 weleowe this select
committee is that rhe streets of the eity
of Perth, to its degradation be it said,
have hecome nothing less than sewers.
When people arve not busy publishing
false reporis about the war, which give
a great deal of anxiety, they are attack-
ing the characters of their public men.
They spit the filthiness of their minds
inte the streets of the city and make them
sewers.
The Attorney General: Perfectly true.
My, JAVES GARDINER: T would

just remind those sewer rats—no other
word ean possibly designate them-—that
impulation is hut self-reflection, and that
dishonest motive which one man imputes
to another 13 the very dishonest act le
himself would eommit if he were in that
man’s place. When it comes to a ques-
tion of honour, be it said for the poli-
ticians of Australia, every man who has
taken up public life has gone out of it
pmrse poor, and the man who is mostly
remembered is the hononvable man. It is
heapming a disgrace aud a degradation
to this State of ours that every man seems
tn think that, f one (ries to do those
things whieh are right and which are in
the public interest and which sometimes
may be faillures, dishonest and eorrapt
molives are imputed. If I found any
Minister of this House personally cov-
rupt ne man would he rongher on lim
than mysetf, and T am sure that no man
in this party would be rougher on him
than the individual members of it. T be-
lieve Ministers of the Crown, as they
oceupy those positions to-day, are as -
honest as T would be in them. That is
the standard T put up. They may make
mistokes. Personally T always have symm-
pathy for the man who tries to do things
and males mistakes, But T say it is a
disgrace to the State that people can go
round town as thev have done in this City
and say this man’s hands are heing greased
and that man’s hands are being greased.
Where is their standard of citizenship,
and what sort of Parliament do they
think they have liere if members and Min-
isters ean be bought? Tt is a crying
shame and a disgrace, and I welcome the
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select commiitee in this particular, be-
eause it will stifle for all times such acen-
sations as these.

Question put and passed.

Ballof taken and a select committee ap-
pointed consisiing of Messrs, Aullany,
Munsie, Taylor, Wilimott, and the mover
(Mr. George) with power to call for per-
sons, papers and reeords, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and to report on this day three weeks.

House adjourned at 11.4 p.m.

Legislative Esscmbly,
Thursday, 2nd September, 1915.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — COLLIE COQAL, RAIL-
WAY SUPPLIES.

Mr. ROBINSON asked the Minister
for Railways: What was the tonnage of
Collie eoal supplied to the Government
railways—(a) Yidland Workshops, (b)
Aidland Loco. Depat, (e} West Perth
Loco. Depét, during the vear ending 30th
June, 19157

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: The following Collie ecoal was
consumed at the depdts mentioned during
ihe year ended 30th June, 1915:—(a)
9,448 tons, {b) 14,530 tons, (e) 39,724
lyns,
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QUESTIONS (2) —INDUSTRIES
ASSISTANCE BOARD.

Flat Rate for Farmers.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, Is it a fast that the
Government have decided that a flat rate
shal] be charged to farmers securing chaff
throngh the Industries Assistance Board,
soch rate to include eharges for adminis-
trative expenses?

The MINISTER FOR
TURE replicd: Yes,

AGRICUL-

Defalcations at XNortham.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister
for Agriculture: Is it the intention of
the Government lo treat the defalcations
at Northam as a charge to administra-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: N

QUESTION — LAND ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL, INTRODUCTION,
Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
isler for Lands: In referenee to the Land
Aet Amendment Bill promised last ses-
sion, and forecasted again in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech for this session, will he
indicate how soon this important measure
will be submitted for the consideration

of the Flouse?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: Within a fortnight or so.

QUESTION —BRAN IMPORTATION,
LOSS ON SALE.

Mr. I, B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Lands: Tn reference to the bran,
ete., impaorted from the Argenline, which
is now being sold at a considerable loss
rer fton, will he state to wliom ihis loss
will be charged—to the assisted farmer
or to the general taxpayer?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS re-
plied: Owing to it being necessary, in
the interests of the general community,
for the Government to import for the



